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BOOKS ON PHILOSOPHY AND 
RELIGION 


SWAMI KRISHNANANDA 


DRIHADARANYAKA UPANISHAD — A scholarly and masterly presentation of 
this highly advanced philosophical and mystical text which is one of the major 
Upanishads consisting of the basic canons on which the whole philosophy of India 
and its general outlook of life may be said to be founded 































(Bcard) .. Re. 100/ - 

CHHANDOQYA UPANISHAD — Exposition of this major Ыра is perhaps 
the most indepth study ever made of its philosophical and spiritual message 

(Board) .. Па 50. 

PHILOSOPHY OF BHAGAVADGITA — А novel text on the profunditics of the 

great scripture of Yoga, the Bhagavadgita, consisting of a series of extempore 

delivered by the author‏ جو ہیں 
(P.B.) .. Ra 8۰‏ 


YOGA АЗ A UNIVERSAL SCIENCE —А series of extempore lectures given by the 
author at the Yoga-Vedanta Forest Academy expounding È Patanjali's Yoga Sutras 
with a refreshingly new approach 


(P.B.) .. Rs. 25. 


AN hable ONT THE PHILOSOPHY on yous — Ani intensive study. 
i ilosophical foundations, epistemological implications 

presuppositions of the practice of Yoga as an intregal endeavour of the human. spirit 
to control the higher realms of Being 


(P.B.) ae Ra 200 — 
THE PHILOSOPHY OF RELIGION — This book read in a sequence along with the 
author's two books "An Introduction to the Philosophy of Yoga" and "Yoga as a 
Universal Science" would form almost a ede exposition of the vast range of the 
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It?s a small orld. 


' And Air-India makes sure it stays that way! With 
an extensive network spanning over 40 cities in five 
continents. Putting important centres of business and 
pleasure within easy reach. 

Aboard our modern fleet of Jets, the going is simply 
great. Exotic decor, gracious sari-clad hostesses to 
welcome you with folded hands — the ‘namaskaar’ | 
Exclusive Continental and Indian cuisine, soothing 
music, inflight movies. 

3 e Air-India network. Brings the world a little 
овет. 





SERRE ARG 
The airline that treats you like a Maharajah 
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VOICE OF WISDOM 


Perfection is the attribute of the Almighty, and yet what a great 
democrat He is! What an amount of wrong and humbug He suffers on our 
part! He even suffers us insignificant creatures of His to question His very 
existerice, though He Is in every atom about us, around us and within us. 
But He has reserved to Himself the right of becoming manifest to whom- 
soever He chooses. He is a Being without hands and feet and other organs, 
| yet һе сап see Him to whom He chooses to reveal Himself. 


ОН oe Троа 


ee e r Ek * „л залы ee AA A 
٦ œ ө .' - 


еэ بجعت‎ 
У ? 74, 1 tao€- ад 94 с 


Fearlessness connotes freedom from all external fear — fear of 
disease, bodily injury or death, of dispossession, of losing one's nearest 
and dearest, of losing reputation or giving offence, and so on. 


A Government cannot succeed in becoming entirely non-violent, 
because it represents all the people. I do not today conceive of such a 
golden age. But 1 do believe in the possibility of a predominantly non- 
violent society. 


As soon as a man looks upon himself as a servant of society, earns for 
its sake, spends for its benefit, then purity enters into his earnings and 
there is 'ahimsa' in his venture. Moreover, if men's minds turn towards this 
way of life, there will come about'a peaceful revolution in society, and that 
without any bitterness. 
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He is the real Vaishnava who feels other's sufferings as his own. He 
serves those who are afflicted and has no conceit. He bows before 
everyone, despises none; is steady in word, body and mind. Blessed is the 
mother of such a man. His outlook is always dispassionate; he has left all 
desires; he sees a mother in another man's wife. He never speaks an un- 
truth, and touches no one's wealth. Ignorance do 
mind knows stern detachment, He has experienced ecst 


of Rama; his body in itself possesses all places of pilgrimage. He has no 
avarice, he knows no fraud, he has outgrown | 


says: To look at such a man is to earn merit enough to save seventy-one 
generations from Ней, | 
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Homage to MGR 





E was born poor — as most 
Indians are. He was hard- 


working, noble-hearted, compas- 
sionate and God-fearing — as the 
vast majority of the poor arc. 


There has been some con- 
troversy as to whether he was a 
"son of the soil" of Tamil Nadu 
or had migrated to Tamil Nadu 
from neighbouring Kerala. But 
whatever it may be, in his life and 
career, he excelled himself as an 


‚ ideal Tamilian with a national 


outlook. 


His wife is the daughter of a 
Tamilian, Rajagopala Iyer, who 
had settled down in Kerala for a 
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BENEVOLENT 
MAN WITH 

A GOLDEN 
HEART 


time at the famous pilgrim centre 
of Vaikom, the presiding deity of 
which place is Lord Siva. 


Though he founded, built up 
and led a Political Party that was 
an off-shoot of a Party that at one 
time carried on a virulent anti- 
God, anti-Brahmin, anti-North 
propaganda and whipped up 
Tamil sub-nationalism, he 
himself rose above such pre- 
judices. 

His name was Ramachandran 
and his wife is Janaki. 


II 
In his film career extending |. 
over . half-a-century, | he]. 


У ^ 


| humility and nobility; 
| and consideration; 





scaled dizzy heights. : 


Shri M. G. Ramachandran, 
popularly known as MGR, acted 
only the role of the Good 
Samaritan — a virtuous man, а 
benevolent do-gooder, an ardent 
supporter of the weaker sections, 
a protector of the persecuted, a 
sincere friend, philosopher and 
guide of the poor and the down- 
trodden, and a redoubtable 
champion of the under-privileged 
and the forlorn. » 

In his political career also, and 
particularly during his ten-year 
helmsmanship as the Chief 
Minister of Tamil Nadu, he 
played the Good Samaritan well 
— he organised free mid-day 
meals for. millions of hungry 
school-going childrens arranged 
for medical aid to the poor and 


| | the sick; gifted cycle-rickshaws to 


the ‘humobiles’ (hapless ricksha- 


-wallas) gave footwear to the 
barefooted; provided plastic 


water containers to women forc- 
ed to stand in queues for long 
hours for drinking water.... 

Ш 


MGR was a personification of 
5 Courtesy 
piety and 


_ | culture. MGR was a friend and 
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| well-wisher of 
. Vidya Bhavan. In 1983, he p 

| یا‎ Весна E رش‎ UR DM ‚ пе раг- 
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laying ceremony by the then 
Rashtrapati, Giani Zail Singh, of 
the Bhavan's Rajaji Vidyashram 
at Kilpauk, Madras. I vividly 
recall his heart-warming speech 
on the occasion. He nostalgically 
recalled: “In this place where the 
Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan has 
come up, there was a studio, 
where I had worked. It is good 
that Temples of Art have 
become Temples of Learning..” 


“This is the place where great 
artistes like Thiru Thayagaraja 
Bhagavathar апа Thiru 
T. K. Bhagawati had acted. in 
those days, we considered the с! 
studio as our Temple. To-day |  - 
the children consider the | | 
Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan as та 
their Temple. Му heartiest con- 
gratulations and best wishes..." 

When MGR first went to New 
York in 1985 for his treatment he 
met some of the Office Bearers of | — 
our U.S. Kendra and made affec- | _ 
попаге enquiries about the pro” [| 
gress of the Bhavan in the U.S. | | 


ма 
IV ае 


Meeting MGR and talking to | 

im was an experience. Let me | | 
recall one such occasion. Кей 

In December 1977, the Bhavan | _ 
Sponsored the Rajaji Centenary | - 
National Committee under the || 
Presidentship of the then ed 
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Rajaji, (L to Н): MGR, Dr. H.V. 


Hande, Shri S. Narayanaswamy, Shri М.М. Ismail (former Chief Justice 
of Tamil Nadu), Shri C. Subramaniam and Giani Zall Singh. 


Reddy. Fourteen projects, with 
accent on fostering the ideals and 
values for which Rajaji lived and 
crusaded all his life, had been 
drawn up. Ап appeal for funds 
had been issued by eminent 
leaders including Lord Mount- 
batten, Shri Jayaprakash 
| Narayan, Acharya J.B. Kri- 
palani, Dr. V. V. Giri, Justice 
M. C. Chagla, Shrimati Vijaya- 
lakshmi Pandit, Dr. R. R. 
Diwakar, Shri C. Subramaniam 
· and Shri Pravinchandra Gandhi. 
| The response was heartening. 
The first contribution came from 
Loknayak Jayaprakash Narayan 
from his sick-bed in Bombay's 


Jaslok Hospital. It was а допа- 
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tion of Rs. 1,001.00 plus several 
valuable books from his personal 
collection for the Rajaji Library, 
followed by Dr. V. V. Giri. 


In January 1978, Shri 
C. Subramaniam and I had а 
meeting with MGR in connection 
with the Rajaji Centenary Pro- 
ject. When 1 telephoned to his ٠ 
Secretary for an appointment, he 
consulted MGR and replied: 
“The Chief Minister says ‘Shri 
C. S. is like Anna to me — an 
elder brother. Therefore, I 
would rather go to him?” 

Shri Subramaniam very much 
appreciated MGR’s gesture. But 
he felt that the time of a Chief 
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MGR being received on arrival at the 
Rajaji Vidyashram Campus. (L to R): 
MGR, Shri S. Narayanaswamy, Shri 
S.V. Subramaniam (formerly of the 
'Kalki) and Shri S. Ramakrishnan. 
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MGR greeting the then President, Giani 
Zail Singh. On the left is Shri S.L. 
Khurana, Governor of the Tamil Nadu, 
Smt. M.S. Subbulakshmi, who sang the 
invocatory song at the function, is at the 
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Minister in office was much more 
valuable than that of a former 
Union Minister! 


The appointment was finally 
fixed for 9 p.m. at MGR's 
Ramavaram Garden residence. 

Shri Subramaniam and I reach- 
ed there at the appointed time 
and we were seated in his per- 
sonal study. His Secretary 
apologetically told us that MGR 
would be back “any moment”. 
However, he returned only at 
9.30 p.m. He offered very sincere 
apologies for keeping us waiting 
and very warmly and reverential- 
ly greeted Shri Subramaniam and 
then myself. He expressed his ap- 
preciation of the “imaginative in- 
itiative taken by the Bhavan to 
commemorate Rajaji and 
perpetuate his ideals through 
constructive projects of lasting 
value”. He promised full support 
of the Tamil Nadu Government 
for the projects. 

Noting my dress and accent, 
MGR smilingly asked me: 

“Where do you live?” 

“In Bombay, Sir". 

“For how long?” | 

“For forty years — from 
1939”. 


“What is your mother- 
tongue?" and he answered 
himself, in Malayalam: 


"Possibly you are a Palghat 


Brahmin?" 


I replied in the affirmative and 
said: 

"My father is from 
Guruvayoor and my mother 
from Trichur. We speak Tamil 
at home, but are well-versed in 
Malayalam, the local 
language". 

He enquired about other things 
too. He also feelingly asked 
“How are South Indians and 
other linguistic minorities faring 
in Bombay?” 


I replied: “Bombay is a great 
and vibrant cosmopolitan city, a 
microcosm of India, a mini- 
India. We all feel completely at 
home. There is hardly any 
harassment or discrimination.” 

Secing three stripes of Vibhuti 
with a dot on my forehead, MGR 
was in a reminiscent mood. He 
recalled his first experience of at- 
tending a D.K. Conference 
(Dravida Kazhagam Mahanadu) 
presided over by its founder, the 
legendary Periyar E.V. Rama- 
swami Naicker. He said: “ had 


gone to the Conference with 


three stripes of Vibhuti on my 


forehead and а dot of kumkum.” _ 


“Most of the functionaries at 4 


the Conference," added Мона 
“took me to ђе а Brahmin and _ 
did not care for те, much less 


allow те to be seated on the - 


dais. Seeing my discomfiture, | 


keriya intervened; and EEE а 
^ "m 
| M 
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ed me to the dais, and asked me 
to address the gathering." MGR 
went on: "Thereafter Periyar 
took me aside and told me that 
while for political expediency we 
may adopt a particular public 
stand towards Brahmins, we 
should learn to utilise their 
talent. 1 was immensely 
delighted." 





V 


MGR's Matrubhakti, devotion 
to mother, was total, absolute. 
He looked upon his mother, 

_ Satyabhama, as the living God- 
dess — Matru devo bhava as en- 
joined by the Upanishads. 


Like Karna, the legendary hero 
of the Mahabharata, MGR 














PAGE ہرہش‎ рр AE رو‎ А 
ور کی فجن‎ АО PEDIC Ди КЛ Pho v n ИЕ Ин DUNS is 
FS le RE ERAN SES TOR Arca И АЛ АУД Ы ans پا کا ا‎ 
Dems СА ya ДИ рута uen 
27 "oU DECLA А “ пай те За, ED д a ка: ху * "а A TL CIR ча 
МЕУ Д АКР. КАУ ААЫР WATER AL unt 
IM, е; , И ис 7. ТА ў DS "i NA Nt ene LR | rd 3, پیٹ‎ 
ЖИГ СТ ہی رو‎ чоч ди? а и 
1" у са ۰ * mot و‎ у ђе Д т. 
D wire ИУ ЈА £^ А Psa бе а ns 5; {к 
wt ٭‎ ла ^ у" D می‎ ۰ РА 27 ETA oc 8 “Туз. а МЕ U 
Њу. Со ие ба Е Жї Re IE Dod РАР ont SERRA D^: 
ДИ ovo v Na. ае 
fs P Y a وگ چا‎ л А ії! ۷ 4 EAR برای‎ WI к P f M # “лаш. 5 ret او‎ |: 
> ' ё v ٦ à ts eee ОСЕ ۸ھ اج‎ Че lo» ма 
ча, he 3327 М, 5 ee Lie. 8: Y au. YR “кл ГЕРА А V А XT PA ae > MIN r4 
ARE pap к یہ‎ vy р. WIN uS rr eee I Nu ро кал күң انت‎ CRAS 
В bd 3 3 1 EN aes єз d да г, r 7 یں‎ TT. ~ к г vt > . i 2 s 4 vu +: я г. 
, 4 Pt - г «n ' ўем ہیں‎ а, 1 پر سر یں ۳۶“ و‎ un کے‎ E о ۶98 
ا سر مم‎ А е ا و‎ o 
/ a» » HET 9 “е T 4 ایا می 72„ 4 * .* و‎ x d ind" یہ‎ ` 2, " X ы { RÀ ] Ns 
: - nite, {> * Pay АР, я tees, #4575 see И e КЕ 
УТА . 7+ ^ - fe ^ 2 A = i ing DU رم‎ 7 ۹ =", wa „У —- OEC „э sts A 0 7 FO 657: 
А پیا‎ "m “> "до PA з" i Me aM [o rrr 
ла”, T. مو ہایس‎ е % 4 +.” 4 7 що | 1 V Дуе EA Г ; postu 
1 اش‎ ји T у. =o " UM c a Mee xA 
ў; ел ту + | жа LATA 7 ‹ (у COR Hs За ка: ae 
» , < У б N/A а ст. 1 г "а “Ал ون‎ Ha 
т m ме лакти, «ёч? г "мо ый M ری‎ К INO 
“24. . „ыл at 1.76 Bc rA 7 9 e + یہ‎ s ~ Я A 
ا یں ہا‎ о ~ BET ARLEN R 
DI “е я M * r P 7 Т: "4 у اپ اہ‎ 5 
< ? - ка О Є і г БА 1-3 5 „кї $ На 
, е. ` Г. "p EP s E 
1 б «г qmm S ИР е 3 
PO о 
ри. ^y ہی‎ 
pedas ا‎ 


тиф 
тъ 


always helped the needy. Nobody 


Es ^ NE : 
M ETE 


Ала а а 


7 Oe 

































who went to him seeking succour 
returned empty handed. He was a 
true Dana Veera. His motto was 
“Daridranarayana Seva”. His 
credo was the welfare of all — 
Sarve Bhavantu Sukhinah.... 


MGR's life and work are a 
standing testimony to the Biblical 
saying: "Blessed are the poor, 
for they shall inherit the earth." 
(Sermon on the Mount). 

Murudur Gopala Ramachan- 
dran's heart bled for the poor. 
This, according to Swami 
Vivekananda, is one of the at- 
titibutes of a Mahamanava, a 
Benevolent Man with a Golden 
Heart. 


— S. Ramakrishnan 
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Here is a new commentary bn the sh 0 i. hedonist. (Pp. 176, 






Gita. It is neatly ۱۶٤ تعکر‎ 
feast for the eyes with very few^ 


mistakes and is priced sumptu- 
ously. Why add one more book to 
the already vast literature on the 
Gita? The commentary is meant 
for the modern man and the 
approach is from a new stand- 
point. А few of the author's basic 
assumptions regarding the Gita 
may be noted and reflected on. 


l. Gita is an integral part of the 
Mahabharata and Sankara star- 
ted the trend of isolation. (P. vi) 


2.lt is a poem and not a 
schoolman's text (P.v) 


3. Vyasa was concerned with 
winning poetic relish for man 
through the Gita (P.vii) 


4. Gita enjoins on man action 
from the deepest level of his being 
and from a summit vision (P.x) 
5. This world is real since it is 
sustained by Deity. (P. 29) 
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1. Though there are people who 
consider the Gita as an indepen- 
dent work, most people accept it 
as an integral part of the epic. А 
perusal of the epic will convince 
one that the ideas expressed in 
the Gita lie scattered in the other 
parts of the work; only they have 
been codified in the Gita. That 
does not prevent anybody from 
taking itup for independent study. 
Sankara starts his commentary 
with a reference to Arjuna’s 
confused condition described in 
the first chapter and the beginning 
of the second. The colophon to 


every chapter mentions the 


Mahabharata 


Sankara chose to comment on the 
Gita because it contained practical _ 
Геза AE ET ERREUR E 
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suggestions for his philosophy 
developed on the basis of the 
Upanishads. He did not comment 
on the first chapter for it was not 
relevant for him from his wider 
perspective. That Sankara ig- 
nored the background of the 
Kurukshetra war is not, therefore, 
correct. 


2 & 3. To say that Gitais a poem 
is a truism. In a land where books 
even on mathematics and medi- 
cine, law and lexicon were written 
in poetry, is there anything to 
wonder at that spiritual teachings 


were clothed in poetry? When the 
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This is a perverse view. di 


С ‚ 
ber 
دای‎ 


commentator says that it is not a 
text wherein a schoolman 
expounds his system, one has to 
pause and ponder. It is a philoso- 
phical poem. Though the Gita 
may not be a regular text of any 
system, that does not prevent any 
system-builder from seeking its 
support. But if the idea is that the 
poetic view is the only correct 
view of the Gita, then, that is not 
acceptable. It is primarily a 
philosophical work expressed in 
sublime peetry. A worthy gem set 
in a charming chest. 


4. The main contention of the 
commentator is that  altruistic 
action is the main message of the 
Gita and, that there is no inter- 
diction of action even in the 
highest.plane of spiritual evolu- 
tion.' (p. 169) In this connection, 
he often criticises Sankara for his 
stand that action is only auxiliary 


to Jnana and that Jnana is free’ 


from all action. Manu’s statement _ 
that all action is desire-driven, he : 
condemns as Masochist. (P. 199). - M 











Karma is motivated by Kama. Itis — 
for a specific end. Once the endis E | 
achieved, the purpose of the а 
means comes to an "e On who * 
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called altruistic action may be a 
clever cover for selfish ends. 
Karma is not an end in itself. Even 
the motivated action is done only 
to earn enough leisure so that one 
may remain in repose. Karma is 
needed -only so long as one is 
under the arip of Kama. To order 
one without desire to act is a tall 
call. The Gita is specific that all 
action ends in Jnana, (4.34) that 
‘папа burns up all action.’ (4.37) 
that ‘there is nothing so purifying 
as Jnana,’ (4.38), that 1 deem 
the jnanin to be myself." (7.18). In 
the face of these and many more 
such statements of the Gita, to 
insist that altruisitc or any other 
action is Gita's message is sheer 
assertion without textual support, 
or reason, or the experience of the 
wise. Krishna's action is no action 
because, ‘Work done by the 
knower is, in reality non-work for 
he has achieved the realisation of 
the Self that acts not' as Sr 
Sankara says in his commentary 
on 4.20 (Naiva kimchit 
Karotisah :) 

The commentator would not 
leave alone even the Sannyasins 
He would, if he could, order them 
about (P. 201) The Gita's specific 
statement that for the wise man 
there is nothing to be done 


JANUARY 16-31, 1988 


(3.17), the commentator explains 
"as obligatory duty or for need- 
gratification" (P. 29.) 


Sankara wrote a commentary — 
in poetical and often musical 
prose — on the Gita and brought 
out its philosophic eminence. 
Since then many have attacked 
his assesssment of its message. All 
the same, his interpretation 
remains unassailable because it is 


based on the text, reason and the 
spritual experience of the wise. 


The Modern Gita also aims its 
arrows at it. In this connection, 
one is tempted to quote Chaitan- 
ya's own remarks against Kosa- 
mbi (P. 103): “when one wants to 
look superior, an easy technique 


for which, very much in fashion ` 


these days, is decrying what has 
been held to be areat, and especi- 
ally when one is too lazy to probe 
for reconciling meanings beyond 
apparent contradictions, the 
temptation is areat to dismiss the 
text as nonsensical or Worse." 
Well said. 


5. The world may be real to the 
poets, but not to a thinking man. | 
Gita's insight is that this world is — 
fleeting and miserable and hence - | 
worship Ме? (9.33) TENERA. я 
6. 130 Says: "This worlds is real | to a 
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Every kind of risk. 

From commercial, 
To political. 

M ECGC, we've got 
some great Insurance 
schemes. Specially, 
formulated to protect 
you from export losses. 
Due to your buyer's 
protracted defaults. His 
fallure to accept goods. 
His insolvency. Wars or 
revolutions, Or restric- 
tions on payments 
imposed by his country. 
What's more, we cven 
٭:‎ help you get adequate 
finance from your. 
bankers by insuring 
them against the risks 
Inherent In pre-and-post- 
shipmeat loans. Naturally 
this encourages bankers 
to provide the advance 
payment guarantce 
bonds you require. Plus 
advancements agains? 
your cash entitlements 
from the Government, ' 

With so much backing. 
you'll probably bc tempted 
to plunge headlong into 
new export markets, But 
make sure you've got the 
cover of our Insurance 
schemes, 


That way you get all 
thé benefits. While we 
take ail the risks. 
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the ignorant, it is indescribable to 
the enquiring and to the wise it is 
unreal — This shifting nature of 
the phenomenal world is termed 
Maya.’ 


"e 


There is a well-known tradition 
called Adhikarivada among the 
Indian exegetists of fixing the 
proper recipient for any particular 
instruction. Gita is a philosophical 


treatise dealing with the ultimate 


Reality and the means of attaining 


it. The practical parts of it are - 


meant to suit the various types of 


aspirants. To forget this and to 
insist that all should engage in 
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“Бе 'Aham Brahma asmi.’ One 


altruistic action is an unsound 
approach. 


According to Krishna Chaitanya 
Moksha is not a withdrawal from 
the world, but a condition where 
"by attaining a similitude to the 
Self, the self can share this 
delight." (P:2.11) He approves of 
similitude to God and not identity. 
But then God wil slowly be 
crowded out. Those who are 
scared of identity with the Deity 
have been described as “Fearful of 
the Fearless." (Abhaye bhaya- 
darsinah) by Gaudapada. Simili- 
tude is limitation. There is no joy 
in the limited," says the Upani- 
shad. 


Krishna Chaitanya quotes the 
Advaitic dictum ‘Aham Brahma | 
Asmi’ twice and that wrongly both | 
textually and grammatically. On 
раде 79: “ am God" (Brah- 
moham, Anal Huq). Again on 
page 176 (Tattvamasi, Brah-  . 
moham). The Mahavakyashould — . 








may choose to change Asmi into - 
Aham. Then it must read ‘Brahma _ 
aham'; even when combined It ور‎ 
can only be Brahmaham and not | p. 
Brahmoham (the connective 229 
vowel should be ‘a’ and not ‘о’ to > 
cannot ш that the. hu us es 
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seems to be зо аПегајс to Advaita 
that he does not pause to dwell on 
it. In a book with very few 
mistakes, it cannot be considered 
a printing mistake either and that 
too twice. 


According to the commentator, 
man is free. "Man's freedom is 
God's design." (P. 181) *But man 
is free to make the right or wrong 
choice." (P. 180). *But in this 
action he was free partner of the 
Deity who accepted the role of 
being an instrument for realising 
deity's design." (P. 154). Is man 
free? If so, how far? Manis not free 
to choose his birth or death. 
Freedom is a gift of the Deity. A 
gift the donor can withhold or 
withdraw. Man has to be a partner 
of the Deity. A Deity who is in need 
of a partner is a poor business 
man. *Man is free to misuse his 
freedom." Is he? If he can misuse 
the freedom and ward off the evil 
consequences, then he may be 
said to be free. 
consequence of the misuse is also 


Deity's design. So man has по 


choice in doing evil either; for no 
sensible person will voluntarily 
take a wrong course knowing well 
the inevitable evil that will follow. 


Still if he. -persists, it is because he 
is driven to it by the momentum of З ; 
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his past. Arjunais givena choice in 
Gita 18-63: 'Reflect on them all 
well and make your choice.' But in 
verse 18.58, Krishna holds out a 
threat. 'If out of conceit thou shalt 
not hear Me, thou shalt perish'. 
After such a threat, can Arjuna 
say anything other than, ‘I shall 
obey Thy order’? No, Arjuna is not 
free. He is only a tool. Karna 
chose to defy the Deity. Was he 
free? No, he too played the part 
the Deity had assigned for him. 
Both good and bad constitute the 
divine design. The consequence 
of evil choice is deity's design to 
retrieve him after the part is 
played. “The son of man goeth as 
it is written of him: but woe unto 
that man by whom the Son of man 
is betrayed!” (Matthew, 26.24) 
Both the betrayal and the 
betrayer are part of the design. 

Then why, ‘Woe to poor Judas?” 
He is also part of the drama. Yet, 

man 15 given a sense, of freedom, 
so that he play his part naturally __ 
and superbly. Bhishma says (Santi — 
Parva 117.13.) "If perchance you 
come across what is called self- — 
effort, probe deeper and you کوچ‎ 4 
find it rooted in divine grace" | 
Krishna advised Arjuna to be a dd 
mere tool of His and toat was s his E 
role and De ди E ^ 
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hedonism of Vyasa" (Р. 176, 183, 
210). This is a strange reading of 
the Mahabharata or Gita. The 
Mahabharata is the story of one 
party who sought power and pelí 
without caring for what means 
they adopted while another that 
sought for the same through fair 
means and the former meeting 
with dire doom and the latter 
winning a pyrrhic victory. The 
author was a tapaswin. His hero 
Krishna was Time incarnate 
engaged in engineering the 
destruction of the wicked brood 
(Kalosmi) and the other mighty 
hero Bhishma was renunciation 
personified. Yet, the commenta- 
tor calls Vyasa a hedonist. In tune 
with his view, he quotes the Kama 
Gita (P. 213, 214) in support. He 
conveniently forgets that Krishna 
specifically tells Arjuna to kill 
outright the formidable foe Kama 
(Jahi satrum mahabaho kama- 
rupam durasadam) and that 
Kama is the first of the three 
gateways to hell, the other two 
being anger and greed. No 
wonder one who considers Kama 







Civilization, 
plication but in the 


the capacity fers service. | r 


in the real sense of the term, consists not in the multi- 
deliberate and voluntary restriction of wants, 3 
This alone promotes real happiness. and contentment and increases E- 





























a chüm calling Vyasa as a 
hedonist!. 

In support of his views the commen- 
tator quotes nearly 320. Western 
authors; not even a handful of In- 
dian writers are mentioned. Western 
mind is allergic to Advaita and so an 
army of them is paraded. Nearly 
half the commentary is composed 
of quotations, (yet the publisher 
says, 'No part of this book may be 
reproduced... in any form or any 
means without the prior permis- 
sion of the publisher!) The charm 
of the Gita seems smothered 
under the weight of so much 
foreign stuff. Does the modern 
man need so much Western 
support to understand the Gita's 
poetry? 

The book provides a welcome 
corrective to the scientists' 
mechanical view of the world. As 
for the message of the Gita, 
Sankara's is the only correct view 
philosophically. Other interpreta- — 
tions, ancient and modern, only = 
tend to heighten the value of __ 
Sankara's position. The commen- 5 У 
tators erudition is remarkable | tz 
and admirable. 3 
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years ago this day Gandhi, the 
ahatma, passed away from the 
land. of living, with the crown of 
martyrdom. Stirred to the depths 
of his soul by the tragic end of his 


giras aso 30, 1988. Forty 


Master, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 


declared that “the light has gone 
out of our lives and there is 
darkness everywhere.” He cor- 
rected himself immediately 
and uttered the immortal words 


that still ring in our ears: “The 


light has gone out, I said, and 


yet I was wrong. For the light 


that shone in the country was no 


ordinary light. The light that 


has illuminated this country for 
these many years will illumine 
the country for many more 


years, and a thousand years 
later that light will still be seen 
in this country, and the world 


| will see it and it will give solace 
—— to innumerable hearts." | 
А e : Е 32 | 
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Avatarapurusha 
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No messiah in recorded 
history, save him, commanded 
such spontaneous, free and will- 
ing allegiance of millions and 
millions of people in his own life 
time. Popular recognition and ac- 
ceptance came to most of the 
world-teachers only after they _ 
had left the scene of their labours. ٠ 


He transformed an unarmed, — — 
forlorn, politically-subjugated _ 
and, by and large, dumb and il- 
literate mass of humanity intoa — 
fearless, non-violent, politically- _ 
awakened, resurgent militia for _ 
constructive national service and — 
ready to “Do or Die” for the _ 
freedom and progress of the = 
motherland. Verily, out of dust, = 
he made us into men. E 
With soul-force, he successful- — 
ly shook the foundations of the 
mightiest-ever Empire on earth, | 
and led us from bondage tO - 
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freedom. 


His words, written and 
spoken, were charged with such 
quivering passion and 
transparent sincerity that they 
touched the innermost chords of 
the people and his message found 
a ready lodgement in their hearts. 
He had such magic in his words, 
such power in his expression, 
such hold over his fellow-citizens 
that the greed for power, position 
and other corrupting influences 
disappeared in his presence like 
mist before the morning sun. 


One of his celebrated contem- 
poraries, a fellow-seeker and 
votary of truth, the world- 
famous scientist, Albert Eiens- 
tem, said: “Generations to come 
would scarcely believe that such 
a one like Gandhi ever trod this 
earth in flesh and blood.” 


Why? How? 

He was, first and foremost, 4 
God-man, strong in the strength 
of the Supreme. 

Не lived and laboured In 


faith and experienced the truth of 
the refrain of the famous hymns 


strength of the weak.’ 


His life was an epic saga of 
saintliness, selflessness, suffering 
and sacrifice. 


He was the luminous symbol 
non-pareil of the incessant, throb- 
bing, living flow of India’s ageless 
religion and culture. 


He was the con- 
fluence—sangam —of all that is 
best and noblest in Indian culture 
from the Vedic Age to the 
Modern Indian Renaissance. 

Like the Rishis of old, he was 
an exemplar of austere living and 
high thinking, virtuous in his life 
and work. 

Like Maryada Purushottama 
Sri Ramachandra, he was 
tenaciously resolute in honouring 
the plighted word. He yielded not 
to pressure or persuasion to take 
the path of expediency and to 
swerve from the path of 
righteousness. Neither did he 
resort то semantic jugglery or 
subterfuge to circumvent the 
faithful performance, however 
inconvenient and unpleasant, of 
his duty — Swadharma. 

Like 


1 
Poorna Purushottama 


of the poet-saints of India like 


3 


` idas, Kabirdas, Sti Krishna, to him Right was — 
ND. d UD. might; thought not followed by ac- A 
Bilvamangal , Chaitanya, tion was deception, and preaching کت‎ 


without practice was treachery. — —— 
Like the venerable Bhishma- 
pitamaha, he мах inflexible in ہ8‎ 


Thyagaraja, Vidyapati, Narsi and 
others-—Nirbal ke bal Ram; “He is 
the help of the helpless, the 
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his resolve and terribly earnest in 
everything he said and did. 

Like Ajatasatru Dharmaputra, 
he looked at his own short- 
comings through a magnifying 
glass and applied the highest 
standards; while to the shortcom- 


ings of others, he showed 


ungrudging understanding and 
applied the common standards. 


Like Gautama Buddha, he was 


a man of boundless love, mercy 


and compassion but an uncom- 
promising opponent of hypocrisy 
and humbug. 


Like Vardhamana Mahavira, 
he was one of the noblest apostles 
of non-violence. 

Like Adi Shankaracharya, he 
was one-of the greatest redeemers 
of Hinduism. 


Like Paramahamsa Rama- 
krishna, he was a man of prayer, 
immense humility and catholici- 
ty. 

Like Swami Vivekananda, he 
was a cyclonic patriot-saint, a 
unique revolutionary and incom- 
parable social reformer sanspeur 
et sans reproche. His heart bled 
for the poor and the down- 
trodden. ү 


He was a determined opponent 


of injustice and oppression — - 


social, economic, racial and 
political. The technique of non- 


violent non-cooperation or the ۶ 
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science of Satyagraha is perhaps 
the greatest legacy he has be- 
queathed to posterity. 


His work, he viewed, as an ex- 
periment with Truth. To him, 
adherence to Truth, as it unfolded 
day after day, was greater du- 
ty than mere consistency. The 


quest for the Truth was the sum- 


mum bonum of his life. to see 
the universal and all-pervading 
Spirit of Truth face to face, he 
believed, one must love the 
meanest of creation as oneself. 
Truth was his God and God's 
name — Катапата, was his 


staff of life. 
He was a nishkama Каг- 


mayogi; he laboured dispas- 
sionately without attachment to 
results. 

He was the embodiment of 
abhaya — fearlessness, not mere- 
ly physical courage, but the total 
absence of fear from the mind, 
born of unshakeable faith in the 
Almighty and complete surrender. 
unto His Will. пи 


Gandhi was a true God-Man, ап _ 


` Avatarapurusha. Cr CIT EI i 













THANI-T-THIRUTTHODA! 


Oh Sire, endowed with six faces! 
Since all my woes 
are but on the upward trend 
` and are not on the downward trend, 
do so weild the javelin 
with the victory-suffused war-head in Your hand 
that is prowess may stand out 
and that those woes 
which confront me with spitting faces 
may flee (before it). وہ‎ 


- SAINT RAMALINGAR 
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Gandhiji and Martin 
Luther King Jr. 


С. Subramaniam 





HE two, Gandhi and King, | 


are two legendary figures of 
tic 20th Century, Gandhi living 


and functioning in the first half of . 


the century and King, in the se- 
cond half. The two distinguished 
themselves, not because of their 
political power derived from a 
political post they held; they 
never adorned any such post, or 
because of their economic power. 


` Both of them just belonged to a 


middle class family owning. just 


enough wealth to get a proper 


education and training. Both اہ‎ 
them had the full advantage of 
modern education which was 


available during their time. Gan- 
dhi had the training of a gr | 
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and King that of a theologian. 
Their main eminence and unique 
distinction lie in the fact that they 
showed the way for humanity 4. 
non-violent way in resolving na- 
tional and international conflicts 
and in eradicating social injustice 
within ‘а community. In this 
naturally Gandhi was a fore- 
runner — who left his footsteps — 
in the sands of human history — — 
showing the path of peace and _ 
harmony to all humanity. — — — 
Mahatma Gandhi was a votary - У 
of truth. He equated Truth tome 
God. Non-violence'was the | cor 
ollary of truth. Mahatmaji says, | 
“Man as animal i is. violent Биг: as 
spirit is r non-violent. Ther noment | 


БА + = یپ‎ b M E 













119€ 2057 503 


, "9 629 "шета ту 
рэ?) сооимоцо = 7300020300 01035 оооу 


рие enjg и) ۳ ۰۳‏ 8310ا 
1583803381 
ГЛ‏ 7 








0512030103 
JUBWUIBADS 
е Jo 
џођеозо 





9 

рив ا٥۵‎ ۸٦ 
‘UM. ٤ء4‎ 
*swejqoid ۸ 
JnoÁ jo inq 

OU} JO ри 5195 ‘eq 
106818165 Лишеј 
enbiun eu; "Унуаб 





> 


2 


| | 
=i 
А 





j$89ue)IuA SI OIUJ 


»4eds $, елец} 8 


. JANUARY1631,1988. —— — 


he awakes to the spirit within, he 
cannot remain violent. Either he 
progresses towards Ahimsa or 
rushes to his doom. That is why 
the prophets and Avatars have 
taught the lesson of truth, har- 
mony, brotherhood, justice, etc. 
— all attributes of Ahimsa." 


Purity of Means 


In addition to his principles of 
Truth and Non-violence, Gan- 
dhiji brought in a third principle, 
the purity of means. This purity 
of means is а necessary outcome 
of the moral principles of Truth 
and Non-violence. Gandhiji 
never made any distinction bet- 
ween ends and means. He 
declared "means and ends are 
convertible terms in my 
philosophy of life. There is no 
wall of separation between means 
and ends. Indeed the Creator has 
given us control (and that too 
very limited) over means, none 
over the ends. The technique of 
Satyagraha combines these three 
basic principles — truth, non- 
violence and purity of means. 
Gandhiji firmly believed that the 
problems of humanity created 
through the cxploitation of man 
by man and group by group 
could and should be solved 
through Satyagraha. 


In 1929 Gandhiji sent the 


- following message to the Black 


community in the U.S.A.: “Let | 


ment of Gandhi and King in | 
movements for eradicating racial E. 


not the 12 million Negroes be 
ashamed of the fact that they are 
grand-children of slaves; There is 
dishonor in being slave owners. 
But let us not think of honor or 
dishonor in connection with the 
past. Let us realize that the future 
is with those who would be 
truthful, pure and loving. For, as 
the old wisemen have said, truth 
ever is, untruth never was: Love 
alone binds and truth and love 
accrue only to the truly humble." 

Again in 1935 a group of ad- 
miring Negroes visited Gandhiji. 
He made them sing the following 
verse: 


"Were you there when they 
crucified my Lord, Were you 
there when they nailed him to the 
tree, Oh, sometimes, it causes me 
to tremble, tremble, and tremble, 
Were you there when they 
crucified my Lord.” 


He sent a prophetic message to 
his Negro brethren: “Perhaps it 
will be through the Negro that _ 
the unadulterated message of — 
non-violence will be delivered to 
the world.” | 

Twenty one years later, Martin _ 
Luther King Jr. who was six - 
when Gandhiji spoke, fleshed out — 
in pain and in love, Gandhiji's _ 
prophecy and Gandhian hope. — 

Strangely enough the involve- - 
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discrimination began with in- 


 cidents in the public transport 


systems. Gandhi was a practising 
Barrister in South Africa after 
having qualified for Law in 
England. As a barrister he was 
travelling in a First class compart- 
ment in a train in South Africa. 
He was asked to get out of the 
compartment, for a white man to 
occupy it. Gandhi refused and he 
was thrown out of the compart: 
ment and beaten by the police. 
This incident was the starting 
point of a movement by Gandhi 
to eradicate the stigma of racial 
discrimination of white against 
the coloured. It was here he he 
evolved the philosophy and 
technique of Satyagraha. | 


In Montgomery, U.S.A., the - 
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1955. The day, 
December 1, turned aut to be an 
epoch-making one. When the 
down stores closed that day, 
Blacks and Whites thronged the 


Thursday, 


streets. A Montgomery City 
Lines bus was carrying twenty 
four Negroes including Rosa 
Parks, who was sitting behind the 
White section which was filled 
with twelve white passengers. Six 
whites boarded the bus at the 
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THE ULTRA PURIFIER 











Nature is constantly purifying her elements such as the earth, 
water and air. She also purifies beings through evolution. 






Nature functions as Jnana-Sakthi or the power of- 
knowledge. Beings are goaded to know more and yet more. It 
is therefore open to man to increase his knowledge. With its 
aid he grasps his divine possibilities. Ultimately he realizes he 
is the sinless and immortal Atman. 


Verily there is no purifier in this world like knowledge. He 
that is perfected in yoga realizes it in his own heart in due 
time. у 







—BHAGAVAD GITA 
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move; Police was summoned and 
Rosa Parks was arrested for 
breach of the City Segregation 
Ordnances. Аз one author put it 
"Because of the convergence of 
forces, because her moment was 
a cross road of forces that had 
been decades in preparation, 
Rosa Parks’ arrest released the 
damned up deposits of social 
energy that rolled across the face 
of the South and North." 


There was a one day boycott. 
The one day boycott stretched 
. out to 382 days. The 382 days 
changed the spirit of Martin 
_ Luther King Jr. and King, thus 
transformed, helped to change 
the face and heart of the Negro, 
of the White man, and of 
America. What made Rosa Parks 
refused to move and the famous 
Montgomery Bus boycott com- 
pelling was the ambience of the 
age. The movement found а 
leader in King who gave a direc- 
Поп to the movement through 
non-violence. "King did not seek 
leadership in Montgomery, 
leadership sought him. He did 
. Rot choose; non-violence chose 
im, imposing itself on him, as it 
were as an interior demand of the 
Situation". 
Thus a leader was modelled on 
- the Gandhian pattern. The Black 
5 Хоуетепс and the various 
historic steps, including the grand 
_ march to Washington Блай 
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ding in the passage of the historic 
Civil Rights Bill, which President 
Kennedy submitted to Congress, 
was passed on July 2, 1964 and 
President Johnson signed the Bill. 
It was a moment of history when 
Martin Luther King Jr. received 
the pen with which President 
Johnson affixed his signature to 
the Bill. 
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There was further recognition ` | 
of the great role played by King in 
the emancipation of the Blacks in 
0.5.А. when in 1964 King 
became the recipient of the 
prestigious Nobel Award. 


Martyrdom 


And what a strange coin- 
cidence in history! Twenty years 
after Gandhi's martyrdom in 
1948, King fell to an assassin's 
bullet in 1968. 

How far Martin Luther King 
Jr. was influenced by Gandhi's 
philosophy and India’s freedom 
movement fought under Gandhi's 
leadership? King studied several 
books by Gandhi and on Gan- 
dhis Satyagraha exercised the 
mind of King and the impression 
of his first encounter with Gan- 
dhism is given in his book “Stride 
towards Freedom”. _ 

“Gandhi was probably the first 
person in history to lift the love — ie 
ethic of Jesus above mere interac- — 77 
tion between individuals to a — 

werful and 
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1 THE RAJA VEDA KAVYA PATASALA, KUMBAKONAM, was founded, in the year 
۱ 1542 by the Illustrious Statesman—Administrator—Saint—Advaita Vidyacharya, Maharaja 

1 Saheb Sri GOVINDA DEEKSHITHAR, who was the Chief Minister to the Three successive | 

" Naick Rulers of Tanjore, viz. SEVAPPA, ACHUTHAPPA & RAGHUNATHA NAICKA, on 

the Southern Banks of the Sacred River Cauvery, for the Spread of Vedas and Sastras. It has 

„сопипиеа (о pull through nearly five centuries in spite of adverse circumstances. This is the only 
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the. study of the Vedas and following it. 


| On account of the various circumstances, the tenants of the patasala’s lands have not been 
4 paving the rent for the past several years and hence the patasala is passing though a very difficult 
і financial period. There аге now 88 vidyarthis in this patasala. The donations received from few 

philanthropists and the annual grant disbursed by the Government of India are not sufficient to 
у meet the growing expenses of the patasala. To overcome this problem, we have introduced 
А SAMARADHANA SCHEME. 

Ап Endowment of Rs. 2,500/- could be made in favour of the above SAMITHI, and the 
interest income could be utilised for feeding the Vidyarthis on a particular day specified by the 
4 donor. This amount would be invested in fixed deposit in a scheduled bank at the maximum 
ey rate of interest. Those who are not in a position to make the endowment of Rs. 2,500/ can as 
s. well send Rs. 250/- and bear the expenses of the patasala for one day and they can fix any day 

for fceding the vidyarthis. 
ALL COMMUNICATIONS AND DONATIONS MAY PLEASE BE SENT TO 


THE ABOVE ADDRESS : 
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force on a large scale. Love for harm a single hair on the head of 
Gandhi was a potential instru- our white brethren“ and yet 
ment for a social and collective another statement "We have a 
transformation. [t was on this mandate from God го resist evil.. 
Gandhian emphasis on love and We must-go out of this meeting 
non-violence that I discovered the with a determination то take a 
method for social reform that I firm and courageous stand 
had been seeking for so many against police brutality. We must 
months. The intellectual and ро out and no longer be afraid to 
moral satisfaction that I had fail- وع‎ to jail. This has taught us one 
ed to gain from the utilitarianism thing, that we no longer have го 
of Bentham and Mill, the revolu- fear going to jail" could well have 
tionary methods of Marx and been statements from Gandhi. 
Lenin, the Social Contract theory King demonstrated that Gan- 
of Hobbes, 'the back го nature op- dhian philosophy was far from 
ümism of Rousseau and the alien for Americans. Gandhi 
Superman philosophy of Nietz- himself was deeply influenced by 
che, [ found in the non-violent Henry David Thoreau, who had, 
resistance philosophy of Gandhi. in turn, been influenced by 
I came to feel that this was the Bhagavad Gita and other sacred 
only morally and practically > texts of the East. By an extraor- 





sound method open to oppressed dinary turn of fate "King rekindl- p^ 

= people in their struggle for ed on American soil a doctrine : 
> freedom." that crossed and recrossed the В 
2 seas in a remarkable cross- 2^ 
|. Love-force pollination of ideas." ^ as 
— King called Satyagraha love- — It is this cross-pollination of E. 


force and it became the heart of ideas between the two large | 
his doctrine of non-violent democracies, United states of | 
resistance. King on many occa- America and India, which is EEE 
sions issued appeals to his needed today. алела E ہی‎ a 
followers to refrain from violence СОВИ о 
| ‘nd to "meer physical force with 
- Soul force". His following state- 
. Ment “Blood may flow in the 
. Areets of Montgomery before we 
 Tecetve our freedom, but it must |. 
. де our blood that flows and not f 
that of White men. We must not fe 
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Leaders On А Sinale 
Pedestal | 


— Prof N. G. Ranga, M. P 
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| Prof. М. С. Ranga, the doyen of Parliamentarians an 

г. the venerable leader of the kisan movement in ра на 
54 counts with emotion the occasion in May, 1987 when ү 
— „Was invited to unveil the statues of Mahatma спам апа E 
1 Sardar Patel erected on a single pedestal at Анте: Pp EON 
2 Prof. Ranga points out that both the Mahatma ан E > HS 

dar were outstanding kisan leaders besides being the un- — | 
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T was one of the happiest days 

of mine in 1987 (March) when 
[ received the letter from the 
Secretary of Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Memorial Society inviting me to 
open the marble statues of the 
renowned Sardar Patel as well as 
my leader and preceptor Mahat- 
— ma Gandhi. 
` Both the marble statues are et- 
ched together on the same 
pedestal in the city of 
Ahmedabad. Тһе statues were 
to be installed in front of and by 
the side of the grounds of the 
court, where the Mahatma was 
tried and sentenced to six long 
years of imprisonment by ses- 
sions Judge Mr. Broomfield in 
| March 1922. 
— „ That court has since been con- 
verted into the National 
| Memorial complex by the public 
— as well as the Gujarat Govern- 
. ment. I accepted the invitation 
With great excitement. 
|. Could there be a greater 
| Privilege that free India could 
. Vouchsafe to me, the follower 
- and long-time colleague of those 
_ two national leaders? 
_ I could not, however, be so 
-— Sure of that unique invitation un- 
T til Igot a confirmation letter from 
. the Joint Secretary because 

Wondered why that honour was 
Ping offered to me specially, 






` of whatever recognition I could 
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gles against the British Sarcar. 30 — 


When they could easily have 
_ Chosen either the Prime Minister | 


ANuARY16-31, 1988 


{ 

| 

4 
or any of the Chief Ministers or 
Governors, as has become the | 
custom of the officiallr-minded — 
Swaraj India. Indeed there were | 
two former Prime Ministers, so | 
dear to Gujarat and famous as | 


the followers of both the Mahat- 
ma and Sardar! So, that invita- 
tion to me became specially im- 
portant. For a few weeks, the 
function was postponed and I 
feared that possibly some influen- 
tial leaders might have suggested 
a change. But the invitation was 
repeated with ardour and affec- 
tion. | 

No wonder, 1 was overjoyed. 1 
felt that chis honour was the acme 


desire for my public services. To 
be asked to unveil the portraits 
and (or) statues of Mahatma-a 
privilege-has become my good 
fortune ever since his 
Swaragarohan! This has been 
specially so in Andhra which had 
been favoured by frequent tours 
and visits of the Mahatma since 
1921, and whose rural people, = — — 
have been specially devoted to —  .- 
him. We have not however had — — 
any Sardar's statues unveiled by 
any non-official ' group їп Ап- 


Dag 












ed to the Sardar ever since his — 
triumphant Bardoli Kisan strug- — 


-dhra; Ihave been so much attach- — 
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however, happy that his im- 
pressive bronze statues were rais- 
ed in Hyderabad and Junagadh 
and later in most of the state 
capitals in commemoration of his 
unique triumphs-all so non- 
violently as it were-against the 
feudal Maharajah Pradha. This 
statue is to immortalise the ad- 
miration and affection felt by the 
vast Gujarat folk in their capital 
city, which served as the loyal 
spring-board for the Sardar. | 


] wondered for a while why | 


was singled out for the honour, 


when there were my seniors in 
age and association with those 
great leaders of Gujarat. Surely 
my good old friends, Morarji, 
Desai, Gulzarilal Nanda, both 
my seniors in age and who had 
the signal honour of having been 
the Prime Ministers, could have 
been called upon to perform that 
function. Indeed, Nandaji who 
had been my colleague in the 
Bharat Sevak Samaj also, from its 
inception, was travelling by the 
same plane tq Ahmedabad on 
that great day. of the Fifth of 
May, 1987. 1 thought he observ- 
ed, as he saw me approaching 
him in the Delhi airport, that it 
was best | was going tO 
Ahmedabad because the Gujarat 
Kheduts (farmers) were much 


| More attached to me, Did he 
— 1. mean that he was aware of that 
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function and he was pleased I was 
to officiate in it! 1 wondered. 


I came го know just before I 
started for Ahmedabad that 
Morarjibhai was to preside over 
the function. That made me 
wonder why the reception com- 
mittee had not informed me 
about it earlier aad whether he 
too approved of their choice for 
such a national honour, and raise 
the function to the national level 
of offering homage to the two 


“unique Kisan leaders of this Cen- 


tury’s National revoultion. 


I felt highly gratified at the af- 
fectionate recéption given by Shri 
Babubhai Patel, the leader of the 
Reception Committee and his 
observation that he was able to 
get a full-blooded Kisan leader to 
unveil the marble statues of ghe 
two great national leaders who 
inaugurated the first series of 


‘triumphal struggles of Kisans of : 


this age. Lo and behold! there 
came the venerable, grey-haired, 
half-bent Maniben, the much- 
respected daughter of the Sardar _ 
She offered me her felicitations. ہت‎ 
Many a proud prince of the time- | 


‘honoured princely order used to 


seek her permission when they _ 

wanted an interview with the for- — 
midable Sardar. Neither a _ 
Cabinet Minister’ nor an Am- _ 
bassador felt sure of getting her 
permission- to see the Sardar _ 
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Patel. That small-sized and fear- 
fully austere Maniben used to be 
all smiles with her welcome to me 
into the Sardar’s presence, 
whenever I sought permission to 
meet her great father. Later, she 
was my colleague too in Lok 
Sabha. It was my special pleasüre 
to seek her out, in the central 
hall, seated in a quiet corner and 
offer my affectionate pranams to 
this noble daughter of Gujarat. 
That Maniben too came for that 
function. 

The usually, serious visaged 
Morarjibhar greeted me with his 
good cheer. They both made me 
feel nervous about the high 
pedestal from which I had to of- 
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fer my homage, to our two great 
national leaders. But were they 
national leaders only?-They were: 
even more intimately kisan 
leaders and it was on that plane, I 
felt bold to meet them, though 
they меге present in their marble 
attire, as one who had the honour 
of following their great example 
of serving and -succouring, the 
vast Indian Kisan masses with 
equal ardour and devotion during 
the past half a century. 

But my heart missed a beat as I 
could not find by my side my 
devoted kisan coleagues, Dadu- 
bhai Amin and Bhailal Bhai Patel. 
In their,company, I toured so 
often in Gujarat villages and 
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received in their countryside the 
affectionate greetings of Kisan 
men and women. Together we 
fought for the protection of the 
self-employment on their Kisan 
landholdings and resisted the 
Swaraj Government's attempts to 
deprive Kisans' rights over their 
holdings by co-operativising their 
land-holdings and denying the 
proprietorship over their 
holdings, the source of freedom 
in employment. We had the 
signal satisfaction of forcing 
Swaraj Government to abandon 
its communist-inspired anti-kisan 
move and let our Kisan masses 
countinue to enjoy сул 
over their holdings and self- 
employment, derived from those 
holdings. Mahatma Gandhi and 
Sardar Patel would have been 
pleased by that triumph of ours 
over the 17th Constitution 
amendement of 1964-65. Alas, 
these leaders had gone to keep 
company with their path-finders, 
the Mahatma and the Sardar. 

A couple of former Chief 
Ministers also graced the function. 
So in the presence of the highly 
selective nationally eminent au- 
dience and with the affectionate 
blessings of Morarji and 
Maniben, I unveiled the marble 
Statues, of my most beloved 
leaders Mahatma Gandhi and 
Sardar Patel, etched on the same 


_ , marble pedestal. 
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Why have the Governing Body 
of that crores-worth Memorial 
chosen that site, facing the main 
thoroughrofore of Ahmedabad 
for that pedestal? | 

It was in the building forming 
the core of that Memorial struc- 
ture, that Mahatma Gandhi in- 
vited the maximum British 
punishment for his leading role in 
raising the first national level 
Non-co-operation struggle in 
1921-22 against the Satanic 
British regime in India. He plead- 
ed ‘Guilty’ to the charges framed 
against him. In the Jesus Christ 
fashion, as observed by the British 
Magistrate he welcomed the 
maximum sentence of six years’ 
imprisonment prescribed by the 
criminal law. Thus Gandhiji 
sanctified Indians’ right, deter- 
mination and peaceful efforts in 
Buddha’s manner to resist and 
remove British — impereialism 
from India. So precious is that 
site in our national history that 
fittingly it is called “Sahid 
Gani.” So inspiring is its message 
of revolt of all slave peoples 
against their imperialist masters. - 
Could there be a higher honour 
to one of their disciples than to be — 
asked to unveil their statues on 
that site? ۱ کیا‎ 

And why have the reception " 
committee chosen to couple the — 
Mahatma and Sardar on that | 






sacred site? The Mahatma was 
the master and the Sardar was his 
great hammer, chisel and builder 
and protector of the Indian 
revolution from the countryside. 
What must have appeared to 
most social revolutionaries as 
well as to the dare-devil na- 
tionalist terrorists, as the softest, 
weakest and half-submerged 
kisan India was aroused this was 
the achievement of these two 
leaders through their work among 
Bihar and Guiarat and Andhra 
kisans between 1916-36. 
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Sri Babubhai observed that 
Ranga emerged as the heir to that 
Gandhian revolution. Therefore, 
he was chosen with the consent of 


all concerned, for performing | 


that sacred function of unveiling 


the unique pedestal, carrying the' 
marble statues of these two great’ 
national leaders, the Mahatma. 
and the Sardar. I too have come 


to consider that very rare oppor- 


tunity as the greatest honour, | 


bestowed on me by this Swaraj 
India and India's free kisans and 


mazdoors. 


HIRE PURCHASE FINANCE to houschold durables and other items to ae 
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The 
Relevance of 


Gandhiji's 
Philosophy 
of Life 


V.S.R.K. 


HILOSOPHY, as the Greeks 

understood it, was pursuit of 
wisdom. In modern usage, any 
discussion or enquiry concerne 
with ‘the most general causes and 
principles of things is in its nature 
philosophical. And a philosophy 
of life inquires into or deals with 
the ultimate aim and object of 
our life as human beings. But life 
as lived by the millions who p 
ple the earth is a comiplex thing 
with as many aspects to it as there 
are individuals. It is this complex- 
ity indeed that made Alexis Car- 
rel call his well-known book 
‘Man, the Unknown’. | 
difficulty of 
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and reducing it to a few basic 
elements. Philosophy itself, in ap- 
prehending reality, studies life in 
four different parts — aesthetics, 
ethics, politics and metaphysics— 
with the aid of logic. Philosophers 
in different climes and times have 
grappled with one or the other of 
these four aspects of life accor- 
ding to their individual taste and 
temperament, their racial 
background and religious af- 
finities, their country and milieu. 


If the philosophers emphasized 
the ethical, aesthetic, political or 
metaphysical aspects of life, the 
saints and mystics invariably af- 
firmed, by precept and example, 
the spiritual as distinguished 
from the physical of the scien- 
tists. The Indian philosophical 
tradition, stretching over 4000 
years, points to Brahman as the 
ultimate Reality, the One in 
many and the many in One. It 
declares _ Brahman-realisation 
or realisation of one's own self as 
the ultimate goal of all human 
endeavour. Man, as the ‘Roof 
and crown of things’ in the grand 
spiritual progression from matter 
to life, life to mind, mind to in- 
telligence and intelligence to 
spirit, has to strive to raise 
himself from the physical level of 
being to the spiritual realm of 
becoming. “Lead me from unreal 


to real, from darkness to light, 





from mortality to immortality” 
has to be his prayer. He has to do 
his duty (Swadharma) in confor- 
mity with his nature (Swabhava) 
without fear (Abhaya) and with 
little concern for the immediate 
fruits of his action. With his eyes 
set on the ultimate goal, he has to 
throw himself on the lap of God 
as does a child onto its mother. 


Gandhiji, as an Indian, was 
heir to this great spiritual tradi- 
tion. As a Hindu, the teachings of 
the Vedas, the Upanishads and the 
Bhagavad Gita were woven into the 
very texture of his life. In un- 
mistakable terms, he declared his 


aim in life: “What I want to | 


achieve — what I have been striv- 
ing and pining to achieve these 
thirty years — is self-realisation, 
to see God face to face, to attain 
‘Moksha’. I live and move and 
have my being in pursuit of this 
goal. All that I do by way of 
speaking and writing, and all my 
ventures in the political field, are 
directed to this same end." 


Truth and Love 


Having $е for himself this 





supra-mundane goal, Gandhiji | 


deliberately fashioned out his 


thoughts and actions in confor- | — 
mity with it. Truth he held to be | - 
the highest principle of life, “This | — — 
truth,” he said, “is not only _ Lu 
truthfulness in word, but | 
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truthfulness in thought also, and 
not only the relative truth of our 
conception, but the Absolute 
Truth, the Eternal Principle, that 
is God.* As a corollary of truth, 
Gandhiji upheld non-violence — 
in thought, word and deed. With 
truth. and non-violence as his 
lodestar, Gandhiji was inspired in 
his activities by love, and nothing 
but love. And love meant for him 
not merely the matrix of non- 
violence, but service to the sick and 
suffering, the poor and the 
ا کی‎ and the lowly and the 
ost. 


Gandhiji’s philosophy of life, 
that life is to be lived for self- 
realisation with love, truth and 
non-violence as the guiding prin- 
ciples, has its implications for the 
individual and the society. In- 
dividually, тап must get rid of 
fear and greed, luxury and osten- 
tation, and limit his wants to the 
barest minimum that would just 
enable him fulfil his duties in 
whatever station of life his lot is 
cast as well as reach the ultimate 
goal of self-realisation. He should 
be utterly self-less and should "so 
humble himself that even the dust 
could crush him". The slings and 
arrows of outrageous fortune 
deflect him not from the strait 
narrow path of 
righteousness. He keeps his 


— senses under control and holds at 
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bay the temptations of the sense- 
objects. He becomes what the Gita 
calls a 'Sthitha Prajna’ — the man 
of 'secure-understanding.' 


The society, so composed of 
simple and hardworking in- 
dividuals, earning their bread by 
the ‘sweat of their brow’, upholds 
the moral law. In its political 
aspect its organisation has none 
of the appurtenances of modern 
Government. The village 
becomes the unit of administra- 
tion with a ‘Panchayat of five per- 
sons annually elected by the adult 
villagers, male and female, 
possessing minimum prescribed 
qualifications. The Panchayat 
combines the functions of the 
legislature, executive and the 
judiciary. 


Economically, each ٤6 
would be self-sufficient as indeed 
each individual would strive to be 
self-reliant, growing his corn and 
vegetable for food, and spinning 
yarn for his clothing. “Every 
village's first concern will be to 
grow its own crops and cotton 
for its cloth. It should have a 
reserve for its cattle. Education 
will be compulsory up to the final 
Basic course. Аз far as possible, 
every activity will be conducted 
on a co-operative basis. There 
will be no castes... Non-violence _ 
with its technique of Satyagraha 
and non-co-operation will be the _ 





compulsory service of village 
guards who will be selected by 
rotation from the register main- 
tained by the village." 


Gandhiji was totally opposed · 


to all labour-saving machinery 
and the factory system that made 
man's life one of unrélieved 
monotony and drudgery. 
"Machinery, to be well used, has 
to help and ease human effort. 
The present use of machinery 
tends more and more to concen- 
trate wealth in the hands of a 
few, in total disregard of millions 
of men and women whose bread 
is snatched by it out of their 
mouths." 


Place of Religion 


In Gandhiji's scheme of life with 

its ideal of ‘plain living and high 
thinking', religion, as a spiritual 
and moral force, has a vital, all- 
pervasive influence. But no single 
religion is to have an exalted 
place, as all religions, in their dif- 
ferent ways, illumine the path to 
Godhead. Tolerance 15, 
therefore, the key to peace and 
harmony in a society of people 
belonging to different faiths. Art 
and literature, too, have value 
but they must be universal in 

_ their appeal. They must ђе “sim- 
ple in presentation and direct in 

_ expression, like the language of 
| Nature”, and serve to remind one 


Г‏ انا پر یں 


of the Creator. Beauty is the |. 
reflection of *Truth that is in the 
centre of creation’. i 


It is not difficult to see фа | ` 
Gandhiji’s picture of bliss that is ) 
Arcadia is rather overdrawn (| — 
though there is a logical con- 
sistency in his thought. Science 
and technology have changed the 
pattern of our lives. Distance has 
been annihilated and man has 
even landed on the moon. In- 
dustrialisation, despite its evils, 
has brought in affluence to a | 
degree that could never have been | 
dreamt of in a pastoral or rs 
agricultural civilisation. Human É 
wants have multiplied and 
human ingenuity is ever finding 
out ways of satisfying them. | 
World prosperity, like world | - 
peace, has come to be recognised — | Е 
as one and indivisible. کیٹ‎ | 


In the conditions of to-day, itis | - 


















to keep the people above want. 


In a world perpetually fighting 
the evils of poverty, disease and 
‘ignorance, the supra-mundane 
goal of self-realisation recedes into 
the background. The view that 
life is for living’ becomes para- 
mount for the vast majority of 
! A people. Pandit Nehru observed: 
| “So many of life's mysteries are 
incapable of, and await, solution 
that an obsession with the final 
mystery seems hardly necessary 
or justified. Life still offers not 
only the loveliness of the world 
but also the exciting adventure of 
fresh and  never-ceasing 
discoveries of new panoramas 
opening out and new ways of liv- 
ing adding to its fulness and ever 
making it richer and more com- 
plete.” 




























Increasingly the secular ideal of 
a good life takes precedence over 
the spiritual ideal. 

Gandhiji’s view of life, in so far 


modern life and the contributions‏ تم 
Of science and technology, has an‏ — 
elusive simplicity and as such‏ 
may have only a restricted relevance‏ .. | 
то the present-day world. The true‏ — 
blue Gandhians may well demur to‏ — - 

_ this view, but one has to reckon 
1 with harsh realities. However much 
— Ме may like, Gandhism cannot be 
an all-comprehending doctrine in 


аз it ignores the complexity of 
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It is, however, beyond cavil or con- 
troversy that the fundamental gui- 
ding principles of conduct in our 
several individual lives are valid for 
all time and in any place. Courage, 
simplicity, truth, non-violence, 
selfless service and tolerance — 
these need not and should never be 
cast aside. Gandhisim, if anything, 
seeks the basic transformation of 


the individual. It admits of no - 


qualifications or reservations. 
World peace can become real only 
when men realise the need for a 
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The Mahatma As Seen Ву. 
The Eminent 


Living g Truth 


He stopped at the thresholds of the 
huts of the thousands of dispossessed, 
dressed like one of their own. He spoke 
to them in their own language. Here was 
a living truth at last, and not only quota- 


tions from books. For this reason, the 


Mahatma, the name given to him by the 
people of India, is his real name. Who 
else has felt like him that all Indians are 
his own flesh and blood? When love 
came to the door of India, that door was 
opened wide. At Gandhiji's call India 
blossomed forth to new greatness, just 
as once before, in earlier times, when 
Buddha proclaimed the truth of fellow- 
feeling and compassion among all living 
creatures. 


-- Rabindranath Tagore 
(The Poet Extraordinary ) 


Firm Faith In God's 
Sovereignty 


Leaders of men abroad have admired 
Gandhiji û as one who developed an effec- 
tive new "technique" based on non- 
violence for struggling against wrong. 
The very notion that what Gandhiji 
taught was a "technique" has led to er- 
ror and of course disappointment. Non- 
violence is not a gadget to get what we 
used to try to get through violence and 
much trouble in the pre-Gandhian days, 
as we get cooking energy from electricity 


x instead of from coal or wood fuel. 
Р Mahatma Gandhi's “technique” is nó 
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- can procure rifles and pistols. They can 


doubt the presentation of Love and Truth 
in any confrontation against evil. But 
love and truth are not available in the 
market. We cannot procure them as we 






























issue only out of faith in Сод, 


The positive aspect of non-violence 
is what has to be realized; and that is 
firm faith in the reality of God's 
sovereignty. Where this is absent, non- 
violence will fail. It is generally known 
that the non-violent way shown by Gan- _ 
dhiji demands abstaining from the use of 2-2 
physical weapons. But it is not as | | 
generally realized that abstention from | 
the use of physical violence with hatred — 
and venom burning in the heart is not | 
non-violence such as Gandhiji conceived | 
it. Love must spring from a firm faith in 1- 
God and His Sovereignty over the hearts 1 
of men if we desire to save Gandhijis | 
way from becoming an empty doctrine — ١ 
or a disappointing technique. | 


—C. Rajagopalacharí . ; 21 
(First Indian Governor-General ol India 1 
and elder Statesman: 


Placed Truth on A 
pedestal Even In Politics | 
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e. ie 
Mahatma Gandhi's greatest | con- 
tribution does not consist in making th 4 


masses of India | politically self-consci ous 
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and organizing them on a scale they had 
never before been organized. To my 
mind his greatest contribution to Indian 
politics and perhaps to suffering 
humanity in the world at large lies in the 
unique method which he has prescribed 
and employed for fighting wrongs. He 
has taught us how it is possible for us to 
successfully fight the mighty British Em- 
pire without arms; he has given us and 
the world a moral substitute for war. He 
has lifted politics from the plane of 
sophistication and untruths where at its 
worst it degenerated into low intrigue 
and at its highest could not rise beyond 
diplomatic circumlocution and secret 
diplomacy, to the pitch of a high 
idealism in which the end, however no- 
ble, can in no circumstances justify 
recourse to means which are not pure 
and immaculate. 


He has placed truth on its pedestal 
of glory even in politics, no matter how 


harmful its effect appears to be at the. 


moment. His frankness and deliberate 
exposure of ugly or weak spots in 
ourselves to our so-called enemies has 
confounded both friends and opponents 
alike. But he considers our strength lies 


not in concealing our weakness but in 


knowing and combating it. The rigorous 
observance of non-violence, even where 
temporary advantages may apparently 
be gained by ignoring or mitigating it, 
has been recognised by experience to be 
not only the straightest course but also 
the wisest policy. It was the moral and 
spiritual fervour of his teaching which at 
once caught the imagination of the peo- 
ple, who saw and recognised that when 
all was dark around he showed us the 


- мау out of our misery and slavery. 
Where we were feeling utterly helpless . 


he made us realise our own strength 


Е through Truth and Non-violence. 


Man, after all, is not born with arms 


: £ _ and weapons. He does not possess even 
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the claws of a tiger or the horns of a 
wild buffalo. He is born with a soul and a 
spirit. Why should he depend upon these 
extraneous things for his protection and 
uplift? Mahatma Gandhi has taught us 
that death and destruction await us if we 
rely upon them — that life and liberty 
are ours if we rouse the spirit within us. 


God grant that India shall not be 
deflected from the strait and narrow 
course of Truth and Non-violence which 
she has selected under the guidance of 
Mahatma Gandhi. That is Mahatma 
Gandhi's greatest contribution to Indian 
politics and that will be India's contribu- 
tion to the deliverance of the world. 


—Dr. Rajendra Prasad 


{India's First President) 


Gandhiji’s Message For 
Mankind 


Gandhi has expressed in his life and 
teaching the ancient distinction between 
the functions of the teacher and the ad- 
ministrator, the Brahman and the 
Kshatriya, the dreamer and the 
organiser. The teacher, the prophet the 
Hindu sannyasin, the Buddhist monk, 
{һе Christian priest, should express 
unreservedly the truth as they see it. 
They should abstain from the use of 
force in any circumstances. They should 
not kill, for it is their duty to reconcile 
enemies and expel hate. For them поп: 
violence is the law of life, even in the 
physical sense of abstaining from the 
use of force. Their roots go deeper than 
those of the ordinary run of men for they 











physical force. 


Christ on the Cross draws all men 
to himself but that culminating act of 
moral steadfastness unsupported by 
force did not prevent the crucifixion. 
Gandhi's case; along with a few others 
in history, shows that the highest 
wisdom is to turn the other cheek, but 
there is nothing to warrant the assump- 
tion that it will not be smitten. Until the 
whole world is redeemed there will be 
the soulless, and the maintenance of the 
social order imposes on us the obliga- 
tion to execute justice. It must be ex- 
ecuted by spiritual persuasion where 
possible and by the use of force where 
necessary. While the teachers who ac- 
cept the monastic discipline arouse us to 
the divine possibilities of human nature, 
we should also have judges and police 
who use force not for its own sake or for 
their private advantage or from a desire 
for revenge. They employ force under 
just authority and are imbued with the 
spirit of true non-violence or compas- 
sion. The distinction of conduct, the 
complete abstention from force of the 
teacher who is educating us in ancient 
charity and disciplined co-operation and 
the use of force under just authority by 
the judges and the police, arises from 
.the distinction of functions. Charity and 
justice have both a place in the im- 
perfect human society. 


—Dr. S. Radhakrishnan 
(former President of India) 


The Perfect Artist 


During his long life, full of hard 
work and activity and novel adventure 
out of the common rut, there is hardly 
any jarring note anywhere. All his 
manifold activities became progressively 
a symphony, and every word he spoke 
and every gesture that he made fitted in- 


to this, and so unconsciously he became 
the perfect artist, for he had learnt the 
art of living, though the way of life he 
had adopted was very diíferent from the 
world's way. It became apparent that 
the pursuit of truth and goodness leads, 
among other things, to this artistry in 
life. 


As he grew older his body seemed 
to be just a vehicle for the raighty spirit 
within him. Almost one forgot the body 
as one listened to him or looked at him, 
and so where he sat became a temple 
and where he trod was hallowed ground. 


Bapu has done a giant's work for In- 
dia and the world and even for our poor 
selves, and he has done it astonishingly 
well. And now it is cur turn not to fail 
him or his memory, but to carry on the 
work to the best of our ability and to fulfil 
the pledges we have so often taken. 


It is not surprising that this 
astonishingly vital man, full of self- 
confidence and an unusual kind of 
power, standing for equality and 
freedom for each individual, but measur- 
ing all this in terms of the poorest, 
fascinated the masses of India and at- 
tracted them like a magnet. He seemed 
to them to link up the past with the 
future and to make the dismal present 
appear just as a stepping stone to that 
future of life and hope. And not the 
masses only but intellectuals and others 
also, though their minds were often 
troubled and confused and the change 
over for them from the habits of a 
lifetime was more difficult. Thus he ef- 
fected a vast psychological revolution 
not only among those who followed his 
lead but also among his opponents and 


those many neutrals who could not _ 
make up their minds what to think and — — 


what to do. | 


—Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru E 
(India's First Prime Minister) 
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` against material 


He Taught Us Beauty of 
Truth | 


Winning freedom for India is but an 


` outward manifestation of his success; 


his real success lay in rekindling our 
soul, enlightening our hearts and giving 
us moral courage. Material progress we 
may secure, but it will have no meaning 
if it stifles the moral fervour within us. 
We see many affluent societies but we 
see few happy societies. Material well- 
being alonc is not happiness. Happiness 
comes from inner contentment for which 
one has to live, without conflicts of 
desires, a life based on moral values and 
pursued as a spiritual quest. 


Gandhiji measured progress in 
terms of human happiness. He endorsed 
neither the utilitarian view of the 
greatest good of the greatest number nor 
the modern view of an affluent society in 
which material development is the sole 
criterion of progress. He wanted a social 
order which would secure the greatest 
good of all i.e., SARVODAYA. He 
wanted a society in which every man 


- would have equal status, opportunity 


and freedom to develop. He wanted a 
simple society in which economic pro- 
gress and social justice would go 
together. He wanted us to control the 
pleasures of the senses because sensua 
pleasures have no known bounds. 


Gandhiji demonstrated to the world 
the strength of man's invincible 
it was pitted against ph 

‘military might; of moral values as 


and sacrifice as against selfishness an 


when 
force OF 


ones; and of service 


of truth and the sublimity of the 
human spirit. 


— Morarji Desai 
(former Prime Minister of India) 


Unflinching Devotee of 
Truth 


The empire of Truth has no limits 
and knows no relaxations. Modern life. 
however, has made numerous and ex- 
tensive inroads upon it. 


| know of none who is so preter- 
naturally careful to avoid situations that 
might compromise ог weaken his 
adherence to the truth. With a will that 
no bribe can buy and no threat can bend, 
he upholds the supremacy of his cons- 
cience. 


Dedicated in body and soul to the 
service of mankind, he will seek no 
good, however great or glittering, except 
by methods wholly consonant with his 
own conception of right o: truth. 

He protests against people following 
hím blindly and accepting his decisions 
without endeavouring [0 make them 
their own. Yet, so weak is human nature 
that in the wide circle of his influence 
people too readily surrender their in- 
dividual freedom and s0 falter with 
truth. 

If one of the phases of truth be non- 
violence, another is the integrity of the 
human soul. A 

The Mahatma's supreme merit is 
his unflinching devotion to the goddess - 
of truth in her various phases. <. 


—Rt. Hon. V.S. Srinivasa Sastri а 


. acqisitivenessp He taught us the beauty _ 


i 


__ JANUARY 16-31, 1988 








Politics As Religion 


Gandhi's life and career furnish a 
study in contrasts which are but seeming 
and imaginery, being the necessary at- 
tributes of a character deeply religious 
and intensely practical. To combine the 
ideal with the real, daring with caution, 
the spirit of revolution with a sense of 
conservation, a dash for the future with 
a bias for the past, the fulfilment of na- 
tionalism with the preparation of the na- 
tion for universal humanity — in one 
word, to reconcile liberty with fraternity, 
and evolve from both humanity. India 
has the glory of being led by one who is a 
man amongst men and yet, what is a 
puzzle to the contemporary world, has 
developed into a miracle; a frail being 
who is a real phenomenon; a 
Sthithaprajna, yea, an avatar, one who 
has elevated politics to the sublimity of a 
religion, charged the conflicts of society 
with a high ethical and humanitarian 
touch; and strives to hasten the advent 
of that far off Divine event, the Parlia- 
ment of Man and the Federation of the 
World. 


—Pattabhi Sitaramayva 
(Historian of the Congress) 


Enduring Moral influence 


Gandhi is unique in political 
history. He has invented an entirely new 
and humane technique for the liberation 
struggle of an oppressed people and car- 
ried it out with the greatest energy and 
devotion. The moral influence which he 

"uo has exercised upon thinking people 
E RE through the civilised world may be far 









го their people through their personal 



































more durable than would appear likely 
in our present age, with its exaggeration 
of brute force. For the work of statesmen 
is permanent only in so far as they 
arouse and consolidate the moral forces 


example and educating influence. 


He is a beacon to the generations to 
come. 


— Albert Einstein 
(World-limous Scientist 


Пе Renewed Christe 
Message in the West 


Gandhi is not only for India a hero 
of national history whose legendary 
memory will be enshrined in the millen- 
nial epoch. He has not only been the 
spirit of active Ше which has breathed — 
into the peoples of India the proud con- | 
sciousness of their unity, of their power, | 
and the will to their independence. He 
has renewed, for all the peoples of the 
West, the message of their Christ, forgot- 
ten or betrayed. Не has inscribed his | 
name among the sages and saints of | 
humanity; and the radiance of his figure | 
has Benetrated into all the regions ofthe 
earth. | 


Gandhi was a: new incarnation of | E 
Jean-Jacques Rousseau and of Tolstoy. | 
denouncing the illusions and the crimes _ 
of civilisation, and preaching to menthe | 
return to nature, to the simple Ше, © _ | 
health. Governments pretended toig | 
nore and despise him. But the peoples | 
felt him to be their best friend and thelr 
brother. E клей; 

—Котат Rolland _ 4 
(French writer and ph "وت‎ = 
1668 
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Demonstrated the Power 
of the Spirit 


He was no simple mystic; combined 
with his religious outlook was his 
| lawyer-trained mind, quick and apt in 
reasoning. He was a formidable oppo- 
nent in argument and would often take 
up the attitude that his views and the 
policy he was advocating had come to 
him in his meditation from God and then 
no reasoning upon earth could make 
him depart from them. He knew he was 
right. It was by prayer and meditation 
that hís mind was often made up and not 
by reasoning with his fellow men. 


He stood out head and shoulders 
- above all his contemporaries as one who 
` believed and who fearlessly put his 
` beliefs into practice. 1 know of no other 
man in our time our indeed in recent 
history who has fully and convincingly 
demonstrated the power of the spirit 
over material things. 


In his religion he was most catholic 
` in outlook. A sincere Hindu, he did not 
` seek to convert others to his religion, for 

he recognised the value of all true 

religions in the influence they could br- 

ing to bear on men's lives. But he ex- 

pected others to live up to their own 
. religious beliefs as he lived up to his. 


No words could perhaps better sum 
_ up his spirit than those of Thomas a 
а Kempis: 

у "Love feels no burdens, thinks 
nothing of trouble, attempts what is 
| above its strength, pleads no excuse of 
_ impossibility, for it thinks all things 
3 lawful for itself and all things possible. 
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Friend of the Poor 


Gandhi was a man whose greatness 
belonged not only to his life-time but 
history. 


Some of the greatest men in human 
history have fallen by assassin's hands. 
Others, like Gandhi, have known that 
their lives were menaced. None has 
shown such selfless contempt for 
danger. None in his death has shown so 
clearly how senseless and sterile is the 
act of murder and the fanaticism from 
which it springs. 


Gandhi was the friend of the 
"poorest, the lowliest and the lost." 


—Philip Noel-Bakes 
(former Brush M.P. 


“The Way Ош” 


I once asked Mahatma Gandhi to 
come to the West and help us away from 
war. There were tears in his eyes when 
said: “I haven't demonstrated the power 
of non-violence in India yet." But he did 
demonstrate it and won the freedom of 
four hundred million people. When 1 
talked with Dr. Martin Luther King, he 
said: “It was your book ‘Mahatma Gan- 
dhi — An Interpretation’ that gave me 
my first inkling of non-violent non- 
cooperation. Here, 1 said to myself, is 
the method we can use to gain the 
freedom of the American Negro. We will 
turn this movement from violence to 
non-violence.” “Then my book on Gan- 
dhi was no a failure as I had thought, I 
replied. "No, fo us it was the way out, 
he said. = | 
| —E. Stanley Jones 







(Famous war correspondent and author) 
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The Nature of Gandhi's 
Greatness 


Gandhi is great among all the great 
of ages past. He is great with Alfred, 
Wallace, Washington,Kosciusko, 
Lafatyette, as a nationalist leader. He is 
great with Clarkson, Wilberforce, Gar- 
rison, Lincoln, as an emancipator of the 
enslaved. He ranks with St. Francis, 
Thoreau, Tolstoy, as a teacher of what 
the Christian scriptures call "non- 
resistance,” and better the “love that 
never faileth". Не holds his place with 
Lao-tse, Buddha, Zoroaster, Jesus, as 
one of the supreme religious prophets of 
all time. Best of all is the man. 


He is modest, gentle, unfailingly 
kind. His sense of fun is irresistible, his 
simplicity of manner captivating. Quiet, 
almost soft in his ways, he has an in- 
domitable will and an iron courage. His 
sincerity is transparent, his devotion to 
truth inexorable. Having nothing to lose, 
his position is Impregnable to attack. 
Sacrificing everything himself, he can 
ask anything of others. Material con- 
siderations, wordly cares and ambitions, 
vanished from his life. The spirit, as 
manifest in truth and love, possesses 
him utterly. "My creed" says Gandhi, 'is 
service of God and therefore of humani- 
ty... and service means pure love," 


— John Haynes Holmes 
(The Community Church, New York, 
U.S.A.) 


| | 
Symbol of Love And Truth 


“Great soldier of Liberty, great acer of 
human destiny, martyr of the world's 
sorrow, prophet of the world's hope, 
what visions of the future Пе enshrined In 


- the mystic temper of your eyes? What 


deep secrets of spiritual experience and 
fulfilment are guarded by those close 
compressed lips that have uttered words 
of wisdom and beauty and power? 
Serene in the midst of world tumults, oft 
defeated but always invincible in faith, 
old in years yet ageless in spirit, you 
have been to myriads of struggling 
humanity the living symbol of surpass- 
ing Love and Truth that conquers 
Death.” 


— SAROJINI NAIDU 
















SSC Sanskrit Text : 
Free English 
Translation 


For the benefit of students who have Î 
taken Sanskrit and are appearing (ог the | _ 
S.S.C. Examinatior{ to be held in Mar- 
ch, 1988, Shri С.В. Mani Aiyar, an ex- 
perlenced teacher, has brought out an 
English translation of the prescribed | Е. 
Sanskrit text. Free coples of the booklet, || 
"Sanskrit Pradeepa’, can be had fron Sri | | 
Sankara Matham, Telang Road, | _ 
Matunga, Bombay-19, dir 

Shri Mani Aiyer is also taking free f 
classes іп Sanskrit grammar for S.S.C. | 
students at Srl Sankara Mátliam and att 
St. Antony's Girls High School (behind. x 
Chembur Church) on different days in| | 
the week. Detailed Information about |. 
this may also be had from Sri Sankara |. 
Matham. Е Ti 
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Book on Gandhiji 


оле ла + 7 


GANDH! АМО THE GOOD LIFE: Ог. Su- 
man Khanna, Gandhi Peace Founda- 
tion, New Delhi, 1985, pp. viii + 180. 
Price Rs. 100/- 


One oí the unique ways in which Gan: 
dhiji revolutionised politizs was by adding 
to it a new dimension-that of ethical 
propriety. К is this aspect of his many- 
sided contribution that is taken up and 
analysed and commented upon with 
erudition and care. His life was guided by 
Truth which he considered as God and 
how this opened up for him many suc- 
ceeding avenues oi high endeavour, is 
the main theme dwelt upon in these 
pages. His “othico-religious thinking" was 
intimately connected to Hindu tradition 
and what followed therefrom Fasting, 
Prayer, Ahimsa, Satyagraha, the Inner 
Voice, pleas for removal of Untouchabil- 
ity-all those мого inevitable, for one who 
Saw the manifestation of God in the poor 
and tho forsaken. He has not claimed 
any credit for his viow of life: "I have no- 
thing new to teach the World. Truth and 
non-violence aro as old as the hills,” he 
has said. Qur sacred texts influenced h 
thought and the Upanishads, Shrimad 
Bhagvad Gita and othors; he laid stress. 
on virtues liko asteya, vairagya, abhayn, 
_ арапдгана. Swadoshi, bread labour, sar- 

















_ va dharma samabhava, humility and sor- 
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vice to our brethren — these became 
some of the essentials of his outlock and 
with this he proceeded in his task of poli- 
tical emancipation and succeeded in its 
fulfilment. The author rightly maintains 
that he gave India a concrete, living, de- 
monstration of a different and better life. 
He showed that brute man with blood on 
his hands can respond, however briefly, 
to the touch of the spirit. Dr. Khanna de- 
serves to be congratulated for her dedi- 
cated studv of бапда 5 philosophy and 
its many ramifications; the present gen- 
eration which has never seen him in the 
flesh and the present climate that pre- 
vails in many places, need this fervent 
reminder to return to his ways; only then 
shall we seo peace and Humanity, Hon- 
esty and Toleranco, in place of tha ram- 
pant materialism and cruel sellishness 
that seem to guide the course of nations. 
The bibliography at the end is а helpful 
guide to further reading on the subject. | 

Dr. M.N. Pandia 
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LONDON CENTRE with a ‘namaste’ by all the pretty _ 

| 14th Anniversary Celebrations Bharatanatyam maids in a row, 
A REPORT BY the evening, got off to a colourful 5 
Е HARINI RAGHUVEER start! The Hurds paused near _ 
: In small proportions we just beauties see the dancers to ask them many . 
| ang їп short measures life may perfect questions: “How long did it take — - 
Е EN Jonson could very well 0:061 eae Oe Jou paint the 1 
| B rave been talking about tapis o 
| avan's 14th Anniversary celeb. The whole entourage was led ps 
: rations on the 14th of July 1987! downstairs to the basement first та 
: In a short time frame of this, where the Bharatanatyam classes 3 

Bhavan had organised a conduc. Were held. Even though they E 


A 


3 ted tour ofall its classes and claimed to be novices, the group 
Ez. cultural entertainment! And іп “3$ Quick to notice that еуе 
that short measure everything MOVements must coordinate with - 
was perfect indeed! the neck and limb! We then mov- da 


ed on to the Hindustani vocal and‏ اک 
The Chief Guests of the function tabla group. At the ud lesson, |‏ 


were Mrs and Mr. Douglas Hurd, һе enquired if one had to sit erect = 
Home Secretary, and Mrs. and оп the floor — that would bethe — 
Dr. Alexander, the High Commis- main achievement for the Minis- Е 


$ з sioner for India. ter himself if ever he came to e 


E Right from the typical welcome (a learn, he said! fies У : 
- kumkum tikha) given by tWO Dr. and Mrs. Alexander and Mrs. UE 
| onte: ladies cand ME а | апа Mr. Dalal explained to tt 


x à AM A TIME. 
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Mrs. Radha Natarajan applying Шак to Mrs. Hurd. From (В to L) Dr. М.М. 










Nandakumar, Bhavan's Academic Director, Mr. John В. Marr, Hon. 
General Secretary, and Shri Mathoor Krishnamoorti. 


visitors certain special features of 
various instruments like the 
veena. 


Moving into the library and in the 


‘all-faiths meditation hall we heard 


the first sounds of praise! “What 
an imaginative use of space!” Mr. 
Hurd remarked. Looking at the 
vigorous Kathak class he also 


remarked that it was good exer- 
се and enjoyed the jingling of the 
ells. 


Spoken Sanskrit and various 
language teaching were very 
important to preserve the identity 
of the different states and yet to 
have it all done under one roof 
was to show real integration,the 
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Minister observed and how very 
true indeed! 


Mrs and Mr. Hurd were dracious 
to spare a moment's personal 
attention to ask a relevant ques- 
tion to every single тетбег in- 


troduced. 


Which particular aspect of the 
day's activity attracted him most, 1 
asked and without a moment's 
hesitation he replied ‘dancing’. “If 
| had all the time in the world ! 
would like to learn more. But | 
may not be very good for, the | 
English are so clumsy in their 
movements” he added. 


All of. us proceeded to the 
71 
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"Even Sharmila can't 
resist adding her finishing 
touch" 
"Over the years, while | was an easy proposition. | got the 
searching for a good suiting that perfection | wanted. And just look ' 
| really liked, Sharmila would ask me at those admiring glances | get even 


not to be such a perfectionist. lt was from my wife. Dressing is no longer 
fine on the cricket field, but surely а knotty problem!" 





| couldn't expect perfection in every 
neuer wher | discovered ( vl 
owever, when | discovere ; 
Gwalior Suiting, and fell in love with 0 1 A №4 CLASS OF ITS 
it straightaway, dressing up became M.A.K, PATAUDI A PRODUCT CF GAS'M INDUSTP/ES LTD 
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Mountbatten Hall to listen to our 
guests’ speeches. The prog- 
ramme started off with invocation 
by Mrs. Saroja Natarajan — a 
renowned musician from India, 
and a prayer by Mr. Ronald 
Farrow of BBC, Gandhiji’s 
favourite Christian hymn 'Lead 
kindly light’ of Cardinal Newman. 
He said that Bhavan was a heaven, 
where all people come Го be 
enriched by the influence of the 
other. This was followed by a 
prayer for universal peace by Shri 
Mathoor Krishnamurti. 


_ Mr. M.A.S. Dalal in his welcome 


speech recalled the various visits 
by dignitaries and spoke of the help 
received from all quarters. “The 
High Commssioner,’ as it hap- 
pens, is also one of our very 
distinguished Patrons in the 
Bhavan and therefore I don't 
know whether to welcome him as 


one of the hosts. or guesis. Ever 


since Dr. Alexander came to 
London, he has been a constant 
and a staunch supporter of our 


| E Bhavan in London. Recently the 


- High Commissioner was perso- 


Pt SEM, responsible for getting us an 


| ра ment ot India. ‘It was not only 


SK helpful but even more important 





5 و‎ їп that it indicates the ا‎ 


and support of the Government of 
India for the Bhavan. 


Barely three to four per cent of 
our income comes from grants 
from institutions. We rely very 
heavily on private sources and the 
generosity of individuals. Today is 
our 14th Anniversary and exactly 
14 years ago we started, with a 
one room office in London. We 
then moved to a tall, very narrow 
building in New Oxford Street and 
from there we moved in July 1978 
to our present premises, more 
comfortable. We staited in 
London in a room of 100 sq. ft. and 
now we have expanded to a 
building of nearly 15,000 sq. ft. I 
owe these accurate statistics то 
my friend Dr. Јоћи Marr who has 
written a short history of the 
Bhavan. 

Here in Hammersmith, | must 
thank again Mr. William Smith, 
Mayor of Hammersmith and 
Fulham, who gave us really a 
warm welcome to West Kensing- 
ton. 1 am also glad to pay ту 
tribute to Bill, who is working so 
closely with us as a member of the 


Executive Committee. Let me - 


also weicome the distinguished 
Member of Parliament Mr. 
Mathew ‚Саха who: фаз 








Committee. The last Member of 
Parliament who was with us for 
some months was Mr. Nick 
Raysford. Let me make a 
special mention of Martin Stevens 
who for three years did a 
wonderful job as a Member of 
Parliament and was a very close 
friend of our Bhavan. | remember 
thai when we really needed some 
funds, Martin obtained for us a 
grant of £75,000. 


In July 1978 when we moved into 
this premises the then Prime 
Minister, Mr. James Callaghan, 
inaugurated the premises. Lord 
Mountbatten who was then our 
Patron-in-Chief, had invited the 
Prime Minister. Since then Lord 
James Callaghan continues to be a 
Patron of the Bhavan. 

After Lord Mountbatten’s sad 
death, tne Prince of Wales agreed 
to be the Bhavan's Patron-in- 
Chief. 

Over the years, the Bhavan has 
grown from strength to strength. 
‘Mrs. Thatcher too has been very 
kind to us. She came to visit us as. 
the Leader of ihe Opposition and 
was also good enough to come 
and spendan evening with us after 
she became Prime Minister. The 
hall where we are seated today 
was named the “Mountbatten 


Hall” by Mrs. Thatcher in 
September of 1981. Lord White- 
law, the previous Home Secre- 
tary, has also visited us twice. 
Actually it was on his first visit to 
the Bhavan in July 1979, that 
he talked to us of the right to 
cherish the cultural and religious 
beliefs of one's forefathers. Mr. 
Whitelaw then said: “This is a right 
which we hold very dear in Britain, 
a right for which we fought very 
hard. Your Institute clearly has a 
most important role to play." 
These are very memorable words. 


I am glad to be able to report to 
you that this particular centre of 
ours has always received the 
utmost cooperation from the 
Police here. 


К always pleases us in this 
Institute if we get British students 
from the host community and I 
believe that the numbers of such 
people are gradually increasing in 
classes such as Sanskrit, Yoga, 
dancing and music. 


We like to think that we are a 


positive force for bringing 
together the host community and 


the Indian population in a bond of © 
friendship and understanding. We 


are now a well-known landmark in 
been 5 
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put on the list of the British Coun- 


cil's ‘Places of visit’ for their overseas | 


guests, for cultural programmes 
and we are invited by outside 
parties to supply talented artists, 
many of whom are teachers and 
students of the Bhavan. 


India House also sends us a 
number of visitors very often and 
we are really flattered. 


We all know what a distinguished 
and highly respected Home 
Secretary we have in Mr. Douglas 
Hurd. He is not only a strong 
Home Secretary but he has also 
been a very humane Home 
Secretary showing understand- 
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ing and sympathy whenever 
deserved. We are delighted and 
feel privileged that you and Mrs. 
Hurd have found time to come 
here to see us tonight, to look 
around our cultural Institute and 
to spend some time with our 
members and their friends. » 


Mr. Dalal then called upon the 
Indian High Commissioner Dr. 
Alexander to say a few words. 


Dr Alexander in a truly eloquent 
speech said all that should be. He 
said: Газ the High Commissioner 


and a Patron of the Bhavan, feel 


particularly gratified that Mr. 
Douglas Hurd could find the time 


75 





to be with us and thereby show 
this great gesture of support in the 
activities of the Bhavan. 


The very fact that he has found 
time to attend so many Indian 
functions, or functions sponsored 
by the Indians is.a clear indication 
of the abiding deep interest he has 
in our welfare as a community and 
I wish to extend to him our great 
appreciation and thanks on behalf 
of the Indian community for his 
continued support. 


On several occasions when | had 
the need to meet him professio- 
nally to make representation on 
something or other ۱ found not 
only sympathy and understanding 
but also extreme promptness in 
action. The Chairman referred to 
the fact that the Bhavan started in 
a small room of 100 sq. ft. and now 
have reached the present level 
where even 15,000 sq. ft. are 
found to be inadequate for its 
various and ever-widening activi- 
ties. We should always remember 
that behind a successful institu- 
tion there is always a good man 
with commitment and vision. 


Behind the success of this 
institution, there is that good 
man Mathoor Krishnamurti 
whom I see as usual in some 
_ 76 
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ssion is supposed to be 
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corner of the room. 1 wish to 
avail of this opportunity to pay 
him a well-deserved tribute for 
the yeomen services he has 
rendered to this institution. À 
man of great learning, wisdom, 
deep humility, dignity and 
nobility, 1 should say, Mathoor 
represents to the Indian 
community and more to the 
British Community here, the 
essence of Bharatiya Vidya. 
He is really the true represen- 
tative of the Indian culture - 
here. All strength to his hands. 




























He had also the good fortune 
of having in Mr. Dalal, a very 
seasoned, experienced, ma- 
ture administrator and thanks 
to him, he has been the 
Chairman almost from the 
time Bhavan started its activi- 
ties here. Thanks to him he has 
been able to look after the 
Bhavan's activities and also 
ensure that it does not runinto 
too many financial hazards. 


an Indian, have always taken  . 
great pride in the fact that «ће __ 
Bhavan has been a true -| 
representative of Indian cul- p 


Pm 


ture abroad. The High Commi- Ж. 


engaged in the activity of 

disseminating Indian culture 

and lending support to those 

interested in culture and arts. Î 

would frankly confess that any 

day if any one asks me, I will 
"| say with a clear conscience 
that the Bharatiya Vidya 
Bhavan in London is doing a 
much better job in this matter 
than the Indian High Commis- 
sion. 






















At any rate they are able to do 
it without being troubled by 
red-tape, without being hampe- 
red by bureaucracy and without 
being controlled by High 
Commissioners. 


I wish to asssure Mr. Dalal and 
Mr. Mathoor Krishnamurti 
that Indian High Commission 
here as the Government of India, 
back at home will continue to 
lend full support to all their 
23 activities and continue to look 
+ ир to Ше Bharatiya Vidya 
Bhavan as another outpost of 
India's activities and earnest- 
ness in spreading Indian 
culture abroad. 
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I wish you all very well in your 
efforts to raise more funds for 
this good cause and Гат sure 
next time when we celebrate 
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the 15th Anniversary, the 
Chairman will be able to 
announce that the Bharatiya 
Vidya Bhavan is branching 
into greater activities and 
already donations are pouring 
in. And it is with this hope and 
expectation that Iconclude my 
speech and extend my war- 
mest greetings to you all 
members and supporters of 
the Bhavan. Thank you very 
much." 

Then came the moment all were 
for, the speech of the powerful 
orator, Mr. Hurd. 


*Mr. Chairman, High Commis- 
sioner, Mrs. Alexander, Ladies 
and Gentlemen! I must admit that 

as the admirable speeches have 
progressed, | have spent a little 
time watching the lights of an 
English summer evening fade in 

the gothic windows of this former 
Church. I was wondering what the 

Earl of Shaftesbury would have 
made of it all who laid the 
Foundation stone of this Church _ 
more than a century ago. | think 
that he would have been a little 
surprised at first; | think that he 
would have deeply approved as he 
understood what was happening — 
in this building. Because l believe — 
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Мг. Douglas Hurd, M.P. 


of working together, a variety of 
which all those concerned with 
ihe Bhavan deserve warm 
congratulations and that's why for 
my wife and myself it is a areat 
pleasure and honour to be asked 
to join in your 14th birthday 
celebration. 


The list of my predecessors and 
-other more distinguished persons 
who visited you, I found slightly 
daunting, Mr. Chairman, but the 
list illustrates the importance and 
the impression which the Bhavan 
through its formative years and 
now, makes upon all those who 
come into touch with it. 


And although our tour, our visit to 
| the class rooms, to the reading 
8س2‎ 
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rooms, to the library was 
inevitably brief, 1 think we caught 
some of the flavour which through 
the years you have been tryina to 
create. Classes in a whole variety 
of dance and songs, and music 
and language, classes in which, 
people are joining of all ages, of all . 
professions from many parts of 
India and, as you said, from many 
parts of England from the host 
community— that is a very exciting, 
warming experience. | 


[ must confess that I am still very 
much in class one so far as 
knowledge of the culture of India 
is concerned and I had the good 
fortune to visit India more than 
once and as you said, High 
Commissioner, I have tried during 
my term of the Home Office to 
interest myself and to learn a little 
more. The more [learn and that is 
still very little, the more I realise 
what an infinity there is still to 
learn. It makes {Не English and the 
culture of these island look 
remarkably simple and straight — | 
forward. And that the appetite - Е 
grows and | ат sure that many of | 
your friends from the Englishhost | 
community have found their "n 
appetite and their interest growing | 
ай the time and in feeding that | 
appetite you have been able also | 
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to serve the interest of the host 
community. 


And that of course leads, 
ladies and gentlemen, to a 
wider point. No one who holds 
my job or indeed who even 
thinks about the position of a 
Home Secretary for more than 
a few minutes can fail to 
understand how important to 
us,to the Government in this 
country,is the diversity and the 

good use of the diversity of the 
different communities settled 

in particular in our cities. The 

diversity is welcome and we must 
all find ways of wisely using Капа I 

believe that this is much more 
freely, generously understood by 
people of all communities than it 
was ten, twenty, thirty years ago 


And it is an essential part of 
thinking with which the Govern- 
ment moves into the task of 
enriching our cities. Гизе the word 


enriching but, of course that . 


word can mean several things, 1 
don't just mean obviously enrich- 
ing in the individual sense of the 
standard of living of people who 
live in our cities although that is 


| | : | important and not to be педес- 
` ted. | don't mean only the 
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enriching of buildings, cleaning, 
getting rid of the graffiti, clearing 
of the litter, the change in the 
visibility in the visual impression of 
our cities where clearly we have a 
great deal to do; that is another 
part of enriching. : 


I don't think only of the enriching 
of safety, the safety of streets, the 
safeiy of homes, the safety of 
offices, although that too as we 
make them safer is àn enrichment. 
І don't mean only the enrichment 
of education though that is clearly 
needed because some steps have 
gone astray in this country in that 
respect. All these are aspects of 
enrichment and they are ali 
aspects to which the Indian 
community, Indian culture does 
contribute and can contribute 
more and we must seek out, enlist 
the help of, get the advice of the 
people. Many of them in this hall 
can help us liberate those 
energies to this general task of 
enrichment and I have been very 
grateful in this for the discreet, 
diplomatic when necessary, 
forthright also when necessary, 
help of the High Commissioner 
and indeed Mrs. Alexander in 


guiding some of our footsteps _ 


down this path and it has been a _ 
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treat for us to make the 
acquaintance of you, Mr. Chair- 
man, in more recent months 
because of the help which you too 
have given in that process. 


You mentioned about the police. I 
was delighted to learn what is 
clearly more than a courtesy, 
clearly something you wish to 
impress upon me — the cood 
relationship between the Bhavan 
and the police. It has a positive 
and active side which is to pro- 
mote the coming together of com- 
munities and to promote, to ad- 
vance the idea of young men, 
young women from all com- 
munities including the Indian 
community would find a career in 
the police. All these are things 
which the police can contribute to 
the process of enrichment. 
Ladies and Gentlemen, to 
conclude, we all have to think, in 
different places; you have to think, 
back in India, we have to think 
here in England of how, what the 
secret is, of getting people from 
different backgrounds, starting 
with different prejudices may be, 
starting from positions of substantial 
ignorance of each other, ‘how you 
bring them together in successful 
harmony. This you are doing here 


- in the Bhavan; how do we do it in 


our societies as a whole and the 


ted Adve 
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conclusion that [ have come to is 
that it isn't simply done passively, 
it isn't simply done by saying you 
must live together, you must exist 
together, you must co-exist. We 
have to search for, continuously 
search for, the active way. 

I believe that you achieve this 
harmony much more quickly and 
much more successfully if people 
are not just existing together but 
working together to achieve 
something positive and active. 

I am sure it is the spirit in which 
the Bhavan labours and that it is 
the secret of the success which 
you have clearly achieved and 
while congratulating all those 
who have contributed to the suc- 
cess of the Bhavan, I would like 
to wish the institution and all 
those who will carry it forward 
continuing, abiding success. 
Thank you very much. 

Mrs. Hurd was totally involved and 
enthusiastic throughout the entire 
evening. She chated with many 
students, admired the painting in. 
the Hathi Hall and commented on 
the good use of the Church pews. 
Mr. Mathew Canington, M.P., pro- 
posed vote of thanks. After this we 
were pleased to see all our 
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distinguished guests stay back for 3 


Це ia hour of cultural entertain- _ 


Mr. "Hurd departed to the House ‹ of 3 4 
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Advantages are as below 
compared to conventional 
Thermoplastic (i.e. PVC) 
power cables:- 


9 Higher power rating. 

9 Higher emergency 
overload rating. 

© Higher insulation , 
resistance (1000 times 
more than that of PVC). 


9 Higher resistance to 


moisture (100 times more 


than that of PVC). ٠ 


9 Lower installation cost 
because of light weight, 
smaller dimension and 





more flexibility (about 
15% less than that 
of PVC cable). 


9 Longer designed life. 
In short these cables 


` combine the advantages 


of PILC and PVC power 
cable eliminating their 
demerits and total installed 


. cost is much lower 


compared to that of PILC 
or PVC power cable. 


Manufactured to nfeet the 


‘requirements of 15: 7098 


(Part-1) and ІЕС: 502. 


Ideal for general trans- 
mission and distribution of 
Power and also for у 
specialised application in 
industrial wiring. 





For more information 
write to: 7 





Universal 


` Cables Ltd. 


P.O. Birla Vikas, 

Satna 485 005-(М.Р.) - 
© Bombay ® Bangalore 
® Calcutta ® Madras 

ө New Delhi 
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To those who realise My greatness nothing 
: wrong shall happen, nor calamities that 
arise from wrong doings, neither poverty nor 
separation from beloved ones. 


—Devi Mahatmyam 
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‚ Мау Sakthi Finance also help you to banish 
74 poverty. | 
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